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CHAPTER I. 

flY the advice of the baron and ba- 
roness, together with her own concur- 
rence, Julia kept herseif within doors 
for several days, during which period, 
she employed herseif in various amusing 
studies, as also in those Offices which 
she knew affbrded entertainment to her 
foster parents. At length it became 
expedient for her to take the air, as her 
health appeafed likely to suffer by a too 
rigid confinement. 

VOL. IV. B ♦ ■ • h 
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- It happened, one day, that she. made 
an excursion in the carriage by herseif, 
and coming into a road which took a 
winding direction, round an extensive 
field, alighted, telling the coachman to 
move slowly on tili he should come to 
the stile which led into the lane, at the 

extremitv of the field. 

* 

As Julia was proceeding on, enjoying 
the freshness of the air, and surveying 
the beauty of the country before her, 
•she met a young woman, leading a 
beautiful boy, whom she recognized, 
on a close inspection, to be the little 
Henry, whom the doctor and Monimia 
had adopted as. their charge. 

Juffl, with an eagerness, caught up 
the child, and almost devoured him 
with kisses. 

She then, with a degree of impa- 
tience, enquired after the health of her 
much beloved friend, Monimia. 
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" Alas ! madam/' replies the girl, 
<c rsy young lady has been ill a long 
time, and is now in so languishing a 
State, that her oldest acquaintance, at 
first sight, hardly know her again." 

" What is her complaint ?" eries 
Julia. 

" We don't know, madam ; but she 
has lost her appetite, is very low spi- 
rited, and hardly cares to take any 
amusexhent. 



*> 



Julia heard this with a sigh; but it 
occasioned her no surprise., She consi- 
dered her case as it really happened to 
be — an affair of the heart. 

Julia and the maid continued in con- 
versation tili they arrived at the Stile ; 
when perceiving that the carriage was 
not arrived, she topk out her pocket- 
book, and upon a slip of paper wrote.a 

b 2 very 
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very friendly billet to Monamia, request- 
ing an interview with her the tiext <Jay, 
in the same spot, and at the same time. 

She then caressed her little favourite, 
and soon after, stepped into the car- 
riage, and returned home. 

Upon her arrival she debated whether 
she should inform the baroness of the 
incident she had met with, but at 
length determined to delay such a pro- 
ceeding, tili she had enjoyed an inter- 
view with her friend. 

The next day, ^s Julia crossed the 
field, she observed some one sitting on 
the stile, whom she conjectured to be 
Monimia ; she therefore quickened her 
pace, and at last, had the happiness of 
embracing her much esteemed friend. 

The meeting was truly affecting. 

" How 
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" How happy am I to see you again, 
my dear Julia/' cried Monimia ; in say- 
ing which, a tear stole down her lan- 
guid cheek. 

s * Not more so than I am/' replied 
Julia, with a sigh, "to behold one, 
for whom I have preserved the most un- 
ceasing. esteem." 

The two friends now took a gentle 
walk across the field, and as they were 
alone, sotra began to converse, without 
reserve. 

" How cruel has our Separation 
been/' cries Julia ; " no two hearts 
could find greater satisfaction in the So- 
ciety of each other ; * and to be so dis- 
united by the insiduous shafts of calum- 
ny> is a wofulcircumstance." 

Monimia Continued pensive; she cäöt 

b s her 
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her eyes on the . ground, and seemed 
unwilling to make any reply. 

-" Say, jny dear," continues Julia, 
" is it not a circumstance to be re- 
gretted, that two families of such worth 
and goodness should be separated by 
the diabolical artifices of some obscure 
iriiscreant; for I am certain, the mis- 
chief has arisen from some such cause/' 

• 

Monimia, after looking very gravely, 
at length ofrserved, " that the misui*- 
derstanding* was equally as unpleasant to 
her, as unexpected; that it appeared 
like one of those cruel attacks upon do- 
mestic happiness, not uncommon in 
life, and which the best are liable to. 

€€ I am happy, however/* continued 
she, " in being conscious that no part 
of my conduct can, with justice, have 
contributed towards the overthroW of 
the happiest moments of my life." 

Julia 
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Julia pitied her friend, as she saw the 
tear fall at the conclusion of this sen- 
tence, and exclaimed, not without some 
emotion, "\ have the strongest hopes 
yet, my dear, that those happy mo- 
ments will one day return ; I heartily 
pray that this secret villainy, which has, 
alas, been too successful, may be de- 
tected, and meet its reward. I cannot 
forbear indulging the hopes, that two of 
my friends may again live in the delighf 
of each other." 

Julia had just touched the st ring, 
which was now become too weak to bear 
the sound. A faintness seized Monimia, 
and she was obliged to request the 
assistance of her friend, while she re- 
clined against a tree, which stood near : 
after some little pause, when Monimia 
seemed to recover, she replied. " I 
know well, my dear Julia, thegoodness 
of your heart ; you delight in the hap- 
piness of your friends, but fate has for- 

-*-4>._ bid 
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bid the circumstance you hint at, by a 
combination of insunnountable acci* 
dents." 

" I cannot look upon things in so 
serious a Jight/* says the other; "there 
only requires a meeting of the parties, 
and then, I am sure, both sides would 
soon discover how egregiously they 
have been imposed upon. 

ir< l Will, the first moment I have an 
opportunity, exert myself to the ut- 
most, to produce so happy an event." 

* Stay, my dear friend, stay and 
withhold your benevolent purpose/' cries 
Monimia. " I never solicit the coun- 
tenance of those, whose friendship is 
too capricious to be relied upon; be- 
sides which, I have a pride here, point- 
ing to her breast, from a consci^nsness 
of acting on the most virtuous princi- 
ples, that will not suffer me to stoop 

for 
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for notice, not even from the family of 
Bellgröve, so long; as they are pleased 
to shew that aversion and indifference, 
which I have, in nopart of my conduct, 
deserved." 

" I do not blame you, my dear/' re- 
plies Julia, " for entertaining a just opi 
nion of your own importance; but, as 
I observed before, I am convinced, the 
wholc arises from a plot, put in execu- 
tion by some perfidious monster, jealous 
of the purity of two such hearts as those 
of Monimia and Orlando." 

" I cannot teil what to impute the 
change to" answers Monimia; "butl 
had beeti happier, if those who have 
chosen to deviate from their principles 
had assigned some reason for so doing. 
Mr. Bellgrove, I always thought, was 
incapable of duplicity ; but — " 



Do not let resentment govern 

b 5 you/' 
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you," observes her friend; " he, I am 
sure, possesses too good a heart to trifte 
on serious subjects; anddoes, nodoubt, 
entertain the same sincerity and affec- 
tion as ever." 

" That I cannot so well determine 
on," replies Monimia. €t This reflec- 
tion, however, affords me infinite satis- 
faction, thät I have ever acted cpnsist- 
ently with any partial behaviour I may 
have shewn him." 

These amiable friends had now walked 
to and fro, tili Monimia feit herseif 
fatigued, and Julia thought it time to 
return. They cordially embraced each 
other, and the former retired to her 
abode, with a pleasing pensive Sensa- 
tion, which the conversation of the lat- 
ter had inspired. 

Julia had fully resolved on making 
the baroness acquainted with this inter- 
view, 
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view, the first favourable opportunity, 
choosing rather to hazard that lady's 
displeasure, thah act in a clandestine 
manner towards her. 

She, however, thought it necessary 
to await the period, when the baroness 
should appear disposed to bestow some 
unusual favoür upon her; at which time, 
the kind Julia thought she could say 
enough to pave the way towards a re- 
conciliation between the two amiable 
families. 

Julia's heart overflowed with the hopes 
of accomplishing her point. It was 
the constant theme of her ideas, and she 
could hardly rpfrain from unburthening 
her mmd to the baroness. A circum* 
stance, however, was about to take 
place, which, she fiattered herseif, would 
be altogether auspicious to her design. 

The baroness was to be alone on the 

b 6 ensuins 
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ensuing day, and expressed a wish that 
Julia would not engage herseif out any 
where, as she intended to make some 
fresh arrangements in her wardrobe, 
and was desirous of her decision on the 
affair. 

This was spoken in a way, which 
Julia coiistrued as an intention of making 
her some present ; in short, therewasa 
very visiHe air of good humourabout 
her protectress, which the former con- 
sidered as ominous of the success of hei* 
undertaking. 

* w 

/ 

The baroness was entertaining Julia 
with an account of her plans of amuse- 
ment on the following day, when the 
baron rung his bejji to summona the 
Iadies to dinner, which was provided 
earlier than usual, as it was intended to 
pass the evening in some excursion 
about the surrounding villages. 

The 
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The coach was ordered, in tbe first 
place, to proceed to a certain 8pot, 
where the Company alighted, and after 
crossing a field, came to an eminence, 
on which, stood a beautiful summer- 
house, commanding a most extensive 
prospect. 

The baron had caused this place to be 
erected, on account of the view, with 
which he entertained his friends, at any 
time, when the fineness of the weather 
xnade it inviting. Here they often re- 
sorted to drink tea, and pass the thne in 
a variety of amusements. 

■ Close by, stood two or three noble 
Stacks of hay, the produce of the adja- 
cent Carm, which the baron kept in his 
own possession for amusement 

When the party arrired, they seated 
themselves» and soori feil in to a very 
lively discourse; when, just as the baron 

was 
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was entertaining his Company with a 
diverting story, a deep hollow groan, 
which • issued from somewhere near 
them, made him pause, and exhibit 
Symptoms of surprise. For a while their 
amusement was suspended, and each 
bestowed a listening ear; but no addi- 
tional sound succeeding, the baron re- 
sumed the subject, and the Interruption 
was forgotten, in the glee which his 
conversation inspired. 

After he had finished his story, their 
attention was taken up, in beholding a 
scene, which the baroness thought the 
richest in the whole prospect; and just 
as she had directed Julia to remark a 
cluster of tress, which bore a very Sin- 
gular form, a second groan interrüpted 
their meditations. 

" Surely, some person is dying, near 
this spot," cries Julia, with concern in 
her countenance; so saying, she was 

just 
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just on the point of looking round for 
the sufferer, when the baroness advised 
that they should listen for the sound 
once more, for the purpose of marking 
minutely the spot from whence it came. 

They sat sometime in awful expecta- 
tion, but the groan was not repeated. 

This circumstance threw a damp upon 
their entertainment, and after sitting 
about half an hour longer, they rose to 
depart, and took a circuit round the 
inclosure. As they passed the haystack, 
the baron stood to survey the largeness 
of their bulk and appearance, whena 
faint and hollow murmur, from a place, 
close by, threw them into a State of 
confusion and alarm. 

" My dear madam," cries Julia, "this 
is the accent of some one in his ex~ 
piring moments, and I think the un- 
häppy person must be somewhere be- 

hind 
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hind these Stacks;" on uttering these 
expressions, she passed round the für- 
ther sides of the hayricks, and suddenly 
uttered a loud shriek. 

The baron and his lady instantly came 
to her assistance; when, to their infi- 
nite surprise, between the Stacks and 
the railing, they beheld a miserable 
looking wretch, apparently exhausted, 
and dying. 

w 

They now discovered the cause of 
Julia's affright, and seeing her pretty 
well recovered, directed their attention 
to the spectacle before them. 

The baron gazed on him with com- 
passion, but at the first seemed to hesi- 
tate to approach, upon which, the lan- 
guishing wretch, in a laint voice, ex- 
claimed, 

" Be not alarmed, kmd sir; but for 

the 
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the love of God, let rae have some little 
assistance before I die." He could say 
no more; nature was exhausted, and 
he sunk senseless on the earth. 

The baron thought he could not do 
better than send Julia to the carriage, 
with orden to drive immediately to the 
farm, and get assistance. This was ef- 
fected in a little time, as the distance 
was but short; and the unhappy man 
was conveyed to that place, in a State, 
in which it was difficult to pronounce 
him either dead or alive. 

As soon, however, as he evinced 
signs of life, the baron ordered a resto- 
rative cordial to be given him, which 
was, not without some difficulty, con- 
veyed to his stomach. 

After a considerable dose, he acquired 
sufficient strength to speak, and with 
wistful eyes, implored he might have 

the 
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the assistance of a clergyman in his last 
moments; particularly requesting the 
attendance and advice of Dr. Pritchards* 

Though the unexpected mention of 
this gentleman occasioned in the baron 
and baroness some unpleasant sehsa- 
tions, they knew not how to refuse so 
solemn a claim, as a dying man's re- 
quest. 

, After some deliberation, the baron 
consented, and the doctor was applied 
to for his presence on the occasion; 
who, with his usual compassion and 
alacrity, in a short time made his ap- 
pearance at the farm. 

When Dr. Pritchards arrived, he was 
surprised at beholding the baron and 
his family, no mention having been 
made, that it was at their intimation he 
had been sent for. < 

He 
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He retired a few steps on this disco- 
very, and the baron and his lady exhi- 
bited a degree of stateliness on the oc- 
casion. 

At length, the former recollecting 
one of the chief features of the religion 
he taught, threw off all reserve, and 
Walking up to the baron, exclaimed, 
" I hope, my dear sir, upon so solemn 
an occasion as the present, both you 
and I shall forget every instance of ani- 
mosity ; a principle thaf ill becomes the 
ceremony we are about to be present 
at, and if there really exists a just cause 
for resentment on either side, I am 
very willing to enter into an amicable 
discussion of the merits of the affair, 

soon as we shall, in a christian-like man- 

* 

ner, have rendered all the consolation 

in our power to the unfortunate indi- , 

vidual, who haß solicited my assistance 

and advice. 

The 
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The baron was warmed by this candid 
and generous address; it disarmed him 
of every prejudice, and the two friends, 
as if by a momentary and sympathetic 
affection, shook hands, and immediately 
repaired to the sick man 's Chamber. 

The sight of the doctor threw the 
unfortunate man into a sort of tempo- 
rary convulsion, and lipon his reco- 
very, he burst out into some very awful 
cxclamations against himself». 

u I have been, sir, the agent of the 
worst of crimes; and my conscience is 
agonized with ten thousand tortures. 

" Forgive me, good doctor; for 
amongst my manifold offences, I have 
been no smaü disturber of ypur peaqe." 

The doctor looked surprised. 



<( 



O grant me the cpnsolation, kind 

sir> 
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«r, of your forgiveness, which I can 
hardly hopc for, after the injury done 
you." 

The doctor recovering from the emo- 
tion he feit at the sick man's declara- 
tion, intreated him to ex piain. 

u I have, sir, defamed the reputation 
of one, who never did me härm ; and 
imposed upon you in the most repre- 
hensible manner: 1 ' here the dying man 
paused, and the doctor manifested signs 
of impatience for him to proceed, the 
moment he was able. 

s 

" That letter/' continued the man, 
which you found in the summer-house, 
was a forgery ; I wrote it at the instiga- 
tion of a person, who appeared to have 
great prejudice against your family, and 
that of the baron öf BeHgrove." 

The baron and the doctor gazed at 

each 
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each other with astonishment, but con- 
tinued to listen to the unexpected 
tidings. 

" I was also employed to write let- 
ters of slander to the barbn, for the 
express purpose, as my employer told 
me, to create an effectual breach be- 
tween the two families. 

"But a suitable vengeance has pursued 
me; the pensionl procured for my Ser- 
vices has been witheld; a grievous in- 
firmity has seized my body ; and the 
pangs of remorse are become intolera- 
ble." 

The doctor advised him not to de- 
spair, as his crime, though of a serious 
nature, was not an unpardonable one. 
" Youhave, it is'true/' continued the 
divine, " disturbed the peace of böth 
families by such an offence— yet there 
is mercy for penitents of every descrip- 
tion." " There 
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" There can be none for such a wreteh 
as me, 1 ' cried the man, with great ve- 
hemence, " Murder, blood, and vio- 
lence, forbid me to hope! — already havc 
my remorseless deeds fastened on my 
soul, and cause me a foretaste of eter- 
nal tonnen ts." 

Here the agonised wretch feil into the 
inost violent execrations on his past 
life, and soon after sunk down in a 
swoqu, a circumstance, which indiyed 
the Company to quit the room. 

When they had adjourned into another 
apartment, the most cordial congratu- 
lation took place between the parties on 
the discovery, though the State of the 
dying man's mind raade a serious and 
solemn impression on their minds. 

A very little conversation on the mis- 
understanding which had subsisted be-, 

tween the baron and the doctör, now 

> 

produced 
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produced the most perfect reconcilia- 
tion between them; harmony was re- 
stored, and both parties regretted they 
had been so precipitate in adopting ah 
unfavourable opinion of each other. 

In a little time, they resorted again to 
the Chamber, and found the unhappy 
wretch venting his evil deeds in a tone 
of phrensy . 

\ 

•he doctor approached, and entreated 
the man to be calm, and make an une- 
quivocal declaration of his crimes; upon 
which, the latter began to rave^ — " O, 
that spot ! That fatal spot calls for ven- 
geance on my head !" 

He then continued to dwell, in sfrains 
of tortures, on some particular place. 

The doctor tried the utmost to per- 
suade him to be composed, and begin a 
confession of the whole that lay so heavy 
on his mind. - At 



THE HOKRID SPECTRE. 29 

At length, in a tremulous tone, and 
his whole frame in an uncommon State 
of agitation, he confessed — " That in a 
certain field, not far off from Horrordale 
Castle, lay the body of a person, he 
had been accessary to the murder of. 
and that a paper of gfeat importance 
wasconcealed in the same spot." 

It was, with great difficulty, the doc- 
tor could collect these particulars,which 
were, in fact, deliveied in so wild and 
incoherent a wav, that neither he nor 
the baron knew how to decide, whether 
they were the eflfusions of a delirium, or 
had their origin in reality, and matter 
of fact. 

The doctor was of opiniön, by the 
repeated accusations of himself, which 
feil from the man, that he had not di- 
vulged the whole oF his crimes; he, 
therefore, attentively waited every bp- 
portunity by which he might obtaio'a 

voL. iv. c further 
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further confession, but in vain ; the de- 
lirium increased^ and they were obliged 
to call in assistahce, to prevent his com- 
mitting some act of violence on him- 
seif. 

In such a State, both the baron and 
the doctor thought they could be of no 
present use to him. 

They therefore withdrew, and after 
having conversed a little in an adjacent 
apartment upon the stränge event they 
had just witnessed, left the strictest 
orders that the unhappy man should be 
treated with as much care and humanity 
as the case would admit. 

The doctor then stepped into the 
baron 's carriage, and in a little time was 
set down at the vicarage. 

* 
So great was the curiosity of that gen- 

tleman, jand so earnest to come at the 

whole 
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whole of the dying man 's story, that he 
attended at the farm in the mörning, at 
an early period. 

The baron was instigated by a similar 
impulse^ and arrived at that place within 
a few minutes afterwards. The. expeo 
tations of both were, however, finally 
checked, upon learning that the un- 
happy man had closed his eyes for ever. 
They were likewise informed by the 
attendants, that his delirium had in- 
creased to an ungovernable phrensy, 
which at length exhausted him, and he 
expired with expressions of horror and 
despair. 

The baron gave orders to search the 
pockets of the deceased, and upon exa- 
mination there was found a miniature 
picture, and a key of some small ehest 
or cabinet ; also a sheet of paper, con- 
taining a written declaration, but it was 
soxlefaced, that scarce a word could be 

c 2 deci- 
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deciphered. From some expressions, 
denoting murder, itappeared like a con- 
fession, but its mutilated State forbade 
the spectators to discover the parti- 

culars. 

The doctor gave Orders for a decent 
interment, and soon after accompanied 
his friend to the Castle, where they held 
a long Conference, concerning what had 
been witnessed at the farm. It appeared, 
however, a decided point with them, 
that the delinquent had been the agent 
of some person of distinction, for par- 
ticular purposes; and, when the baron 
ruminated on the contiguity of the spot, 
to Osmond's abode, and the depraved 
conduct the latter had exhibited towards 
Julia, he could not, altogether, acquit 

« 

hitn as innocent of the transactions al- 
luded to; at all events they resolved, 
on some future day, to examine the 
place which the deceased had identified 
in so extraordinary a way. 

The 



*4 
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The baron, at the request of the doc- 
tor, took into his possession the picture 
tlfey had discovered at the farm. 

This he feit some satisfaction in ao 
cepting, as it bore, upon close jexami- 
nation, a strong resemblance to Julia. 

A conceit of this kind was first sug- 
gested by the doctor, who, immediately 
on beholding it, discovered the resem- 
blance, and shortly after imparted his 
opinion to the baron. 

Upon a Joint inspection they both 
agreed, and while conversing on the 
subject, the image of the unfortunate 
Louisa recurred, very forcibly, to the 
mind of the doctor, but there was a 
vivacity and spirit in the features/of the 
portrait, which that lady was never seen 
to possess. He concluded, therefore, 
that it had never been intended. for her. 

c 3 The 
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The baron debated a long time within 
himself how he should dispose of the 
picture, after the Observation made by 
his frif nd of its resemblance to Louisa, 
that being the name announced by the 
supernatural voice, when Osmond made 
his attempts on Julia ; at length he re- 
solved to keep it concealed from Julia, 
as a discovery might only excite uneasy 
conjectures, which she was not in pos- 
session of, or in her power to satisfy . 

The baroness coincided with him in 
this opinion, and it was immediately 
deposited in a drawer, where he pre- 
served his own curiosities and articles 
he set a value on. 

Matters were now cömpletely com- 
promised befween the families at the 
castle and the vicarage, several Visits had 
passed at both places, at which, all that 
union and mutual complacency that 

marked 
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marked their former intimacy were re- 
newedj and their esteem fixed upon a 
permanent and invariable basis. 

Therewas, however, something want- 
ing7 to make the society equally ani- 
mating; Monimia, in particular, though 
highly pleased with the reconciliation, 
feit a vacuum in all her amüsements, 
which nothing but the enlivening pre- 
sence of Orlando could remove. 

Her affection for that amiable youth 
had returned with redoubled force since 
the discovery, while the sacrifice he had 
made to artifice and villainy, pained her 
inexpressibly. 

Often would she give way to de- 
sponding ideas, while reflecting on his 
hazardous Situation; and the fear of its 
eventually proving fatal, filled her with 
the greatest uneasiness and alarm. 

c 4 These 
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These occasional meditations affected, 
in some degree, her spirits, and she 
found it necessary to use every personal 
effort to conceal her uneasiness from 
the Company sh^ was in the habits of 
associating with. 

The absence of Orlando was, indeed, 
feit by all; and, so anxious were his 
parents to see him again, that the baron, 
in conformity to the wishes of his lady, 
dispatched a letter to him, requesting, 
if consistent with his honour, an imme- 
diate return ; deseribing, at the sam« 
time, the particulars of the event that 
had happened. 

This was a measure that gave infinite 
satisfaction to all his friends, as it af- 
forded them the pleäsing expectation of 
once more enjoying^his amiable pre- 
sence and conversation. 

The young ladies had now an oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity of unbosoming themselves tu each 
other, without reserve; and the return 
of mutuat intercourse was an event, in 
which they both expcrienced incon- 
ceivable delight. 

Between Julia and Monimia there 
subststed such a sameness of taste and 
sentiment, as united them in the streng- 
est ties of attachment. 

They appearfcd to have but one fancy 
in the choice of their various occupa- 
tions or amusements, and whatever was 
selected by the one, was adopted by the 
other. 

In such a unison of souls, did the two 
amiable friends spend a great part of 
their tirae; and though their conver- 
sation was, in general various, the two 
gallant heroes became the principal 
themes of their discourse. 

c 5 Such 
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Such was the influence that the image 
of Orlando had upon the two families, 
that they scarce ever met, but he be- 
came the leading topic, and the day of 
his arrival was looked upon as an event 
that would make their happiness com- 
plete. 

Some time after, as they were con- 
versing about their absent friend, the 
baron apprized the Company, that the 
anniversary of Orlando 's birth-day was 
near, and intiraated that he should ex- 
pect the pleasure of their attendance on 
such an occasioja 

This was assented to with satisfaction, 
and Qrlando's natal day was celebrated^ 
with tfie greatest joy and festivity. 

In the course of their entertainment, 
ithe baron and the doctor amused them- 
selves with a conversation on antiqui- 

ties; 
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fies; and the former, by way of illus- 
trating his discourse, incautiously di- 
rected Julia to bring down a cabiaet of 
curious medals which he had preserved 
with the greatest care, and collected at 
a considerable cost. 

Julia was gone so long, that the ba- 
ron concluded she could not find thera ; 
at length she made her appearance, but 
so pale and weak, as gave some alarm 
to the Company. The baroness imme- 
diately ran to her assistance, and placing 
her in a chair, began to make use of 
means of recoveiy. 

When she. carae a little to herseif, 
Julia exclaimed, " O, that picture !" 
and was upon the point of fainting a 
second time. 

The baron now recollected his absence 
of mind in sending Julia to the very 
spot, Which he intended should have 

c 6 been 
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been wholly kept from her view; and 
was hurt, at seeing the ill effects it had 
produced. 

• 

When she was thoroughly recovered, 
the baroness observing much curiosity* 
in the Company to survey the object of 
her indisposition, proposed that the 
portrait should be brought into the 
room for that purpose, to which Julia 
gave consent, shewing a tender, yet 
timid curiosity, to behold again the 
cause of her recent emotion and sur- 
prise. 

When the picture was produced, 
Julia flew fa. gaze on what had so in- 
terested her feelings; and after c.onning 
it with an eager and melancholy aspect, 
exclaimed, " This is, indeed, the pic- 
ture of my unhappy sister; good Hea- 
vensl by what unaccountable occur- 
rence has it found its way to these 
parts?" 

Just 
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Just as she uttered these words, Mo- 
ni mia gave a detp sigh, and pronounced 
the portrait, upon a minute examina- 
tion, to be the representation of little 
Henry's mother. This assertion pro- 
duced a very interesting embarrassment 
on the part of her friend. 

Julia exclaimed, with emotion and 
surprise, " Gooä Heavens ! Monimia, 
wasthere, indeed, a resemblance ? Pray 
teil me, conti nued she, in a tremulous 
tone, what was the name of your 
friend ?" 



c< 



Bellamy," replied Moni mia. 



t* 



" Her married name, I suppose, 
enquired Julia. 



" Yes," replied the other, " and her 
maiden name was Woodville." 

1 " Heavens preserveme!" cries Julia. 

" this 
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" this was, indeed, no other than the 
unfortunate Louisa Woodville, my un- 
happy sister." 

Here the tender and amiable girl 
burst into a flood of tears, which were 
a seasonable relief to her, as she was on 
the point of sinking into a fit; after 
which, she alternately gazed on thepor- 
trait, and the child whom she now ca- 
ressed, with the fondest embraces, ex- 
claiming; at the same time, " Alas ! my 
angel, Providence will, I hope, shield 
you from your mother's adverse fate." 



A settled gloom now took possession 
of the whole Company. 

They sympathized in the most feeling 
manner with the sufferings of poor 
Julia, who was just initiated into a dis- 
covery, which tended to make her 
wretched. She, however, possessed the 
good sense of exerting herseif, to avoid 

throwing 



THE HORRID SPECTRE. 43 

throwing ä total check on the amuse- 
ment of her companions; who, how- 
ever, quitted her with regret, at sight 
of the emotion the discovery had oc- 
casioned her. 

» 
In the course of the evening, when 

Julia and Monimia's absence would ad- 

mit, the unfortunate Louisa became the 

subject of con versation ; and her sudden 

disappearance, with the probable event 

that ensued on such an extraördinary 

occasion, drew tears from their eyes. 

The time had elapsed that gave hopes 
of intelligence concerning her, and 
every sentiment, on so remarkable a 
transaction, seemed only to inspire 
thoughts of the most gloomy and alarm- 
ing description; »white the tear of pity 
feil plenteously from the eyes of those 
who had witnessed her lovely and amia~ 
hie perfections« 

The 
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The person of little Henry became 
now mpre and more interesting to all 
who knew him ; as to Julia, she knew 
not how to be sufficiently lavish of her 
caresses; she requested to take him 
entirely under her protection, and in the 
most tender and respectful manner 
urged her claim to that effect. 

This was a trial to Monimia, who 
doated on the child, but it was a re- 
quest she could, by no means, refuse. 
The sense she entertained of the strong 

* 

affection that naturally attracted Julia's 
attention to the boy, made her instantly 
resign every pleasure she experienced 
in having him under her own care. 

At length, however, the affair was 
comproraised between the two friends, 
with the assurance that Monimia should 
receive occasional visits from her little 
friend, who would be permitted, at dif- 
ferent periods, to take up his abode at 
the vicarage. . We 
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We consider Henry now as an inmate 
of the castle, where he soon became no 
»mall favourite; both the baron and his 
lady viewed him with an eye of tender- 
ness and compassion. His orphan State 
was a sufficient claim upon their pity; 
in addition to which, he evinced such 
winning and engaging qualities, as were 
sure to excite the love and admiration 
.of all who knew him. 

While the baron and baroness feit 
increasing regard for the child, Julia 
knew no bounds to her affection ; yet it 
Was a love, not unaccompanied with in* 
terruption: often, while intently gaz- 
ing on him, she would recognize 
Louisa's features, a reflexion, that op- 
pressed her with the most painful de~ 
jection, as often as it occurred. 

Julia now feit an earnest desire to 
learn by what raeans her sister had obr 
tained an acquaintance with Monimia; 

and 
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and though she feared the reckal would 
have a painful eflfect lipon her mind, 
could not restrain, one day, from mak- 
ing the enquiry. 

Monimia complied, but touched very 
slightly upon the sufferings Louisa had 
endured. 

Julia, from every occurrence, was 
now satisfied that it was her sister who, 
had resided at the vicarage, and expe- 
rienced the most pungent regret at not 
having made a visit there, at a time 
when she could have beheld her. 

Some little time after Henry had been 
at the Castle, a .circumstance happened, 
that threw the family there into a tem- 
porary alarm. 

The servant had been out with him, 
and in the course of the walk, met a 
person of an ill look, who attempted tp 

force 



4 
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force his conversation on her, and every 
cndeavour to get free frora him, pfoved 
ineffectual. He expressed a wish to 
carry the child for her, which she re- 
fused, thinking, from his manner and 
behaviour, that he had no good Inten- 
tion. 

The stranger, at last, became quite 
rüde, and even made a snatch to get 
him from her; lipon which, she scream- 
ed aloud, and somebody Coming to her 
assistance, the villain fled into the 
wood, close by ; after which, she heard 
twomen Conversing in there, expresa- 
ing great animosity against some per- 
son, whose name she did not hear men- 
tioned. 

The maid returned quite ill with her 
fright, and her account made a very 
uneasy impression on the family. 

This instance of fresh hostilities set 

the 






/ 
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the baron upon reasoning on the cause 
or motive of such acts of prejudicc to 
the peace qf his family. 

He at length brought himself to the 
conclusion, # though conscious of his 
having given no provocation, that there 
was some latent foe, whose aim was to 
give a fatal blow to his happiness. In- 
fluenced by such an opinion, he con- 
sulted the doctor upon the best means 
to frustrate so misdhievous a purpose, 
who expressed much surprise at what 
had happened, acquiesced in the senti- 
ments of his friend, and advised, that a 
strict and numerous watch should be 
posted in all the recluse places that stood 
adjacent to the Castle. 

This precaution was instantly adopted, 
and had nearly been attended with suc- 
cess, as they surprised top ill-looking 
fellows, who were lounging in the 
neighbourhood, but who taking to their 

heels, 
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heels, were too quick in their motions 
to be apprehended. 

It was thought expedient, at the same 
time, for Julia and her nephew to keep 
within the Castle for a stated time, a cir- 
cumstance which in no wise distressed 
the former, as her apprehensions were 
considerably heightened for the welfare 
of the child ; and she knew he would be 
perfectly secure, by conforming to such 
a proposal. 

Julia was far from being melancholy 
in her retirement ; she was of an active 
tum, and could in a moment disperse 
uneasy thoughts, by application to her 
various amusements ; in addition to 
which, her inestimable friend was un- 
remitting in her visits, with whom Julia 
passed the hours in the most agreeable 
and engaging conversation. 

After a month or two had passed in 

the 
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the most vigilant search after the of- 
fenders, and every caution had been 
used to guard against a second surprise, 
Julia was permitted by her friends to 
take the air ; she however feit a degree 
of timidity in her first excursion, and 
looked about her with alarm and appre- 
hension. 

Henry was become dearer to her, if 
possible, since this meditated act of 
violence, and she was unhappy the mo- 
ment he was out of her sight. The fate 
of his unfortunate mother pressed hea- 
vily on her mind, and she was deter- 
mined to use every means in her power 
to prevent his being made a similar sa- 
crifice. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 



X HE baron and his lady, in order to 
make Monimia amends for her loss, in- 
vited her to a few weeks residence at the 
Castle. This the doctor consented to, 
and the two friends feit the highest sa- 
tisfaction in the prospect of an uninter- 
rupted round of conversation with each 
other. 

This visit was particularly gratifying 
to Julia in another respect, as a day or 
two after Monimia came, little Henry 
was seized with an alarming illness, a 
circumstance which occupied their in- 
cessant attention. Julia 



52 BELLCROVE CASTLE; OR, 

Julia and her friend scarce ever stirred 
from the bed-side : — they watched with 
the greatest anxiety, the various turns 
of the disorder, but saw nothing to flat- 
ter them with the hopes of a recovery. 

A whole week did'this little suiferer 
lay, without one symptom in his favour; 
and his aflectionate attendants concluded 
he would fall a victim to his distemper. 

The uneasiriess of both, on this occa- 
sion, was inexpressible ; and Julia, at 
length, found herseif on the point of 
being deprived of the last vestige of her 
unfortunate family. 

The baron and baroness were likewise 
seriously apprehensive of fatal conse- 
quences from the disorder, and they ex- 
pected, with the deepest concern, an 
event, which would bereave them of so 
engaging a companion. 

Monimia and Julia sat up every night 

with 



TUE HORRID SPECTRE. 53 

with their little patient, and to beguile 
the time, usually took a book, and alter- 
nately read to each other. 

It happened one night, as they were 
un usually attentive to the subject, they 
were disturbed by a very uncommon In- 
terruption. 

Just as the Castle dock häd tolled out 
in solemn peals the last Vibration of 
twelve, a sudden flash of light darted 
across the wir>dow, and repeated its 
motion several tiraes, tili at length, it 
attracted the notice of the two friends, 
who immediately flew to the casement 
to d^scover the cause of it; but, aftei 
continuing some minutes on the spot, 
they could observe nothing that appear- 
ed likely to produce what had so re-> 
cently alarmed them. 

They therefore retired to the bed-side 

without dwelling much on the circum? 

vol. iv. d stasice, 
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stance, and observing the child likely to 
sleep the remaining part of the night, 
soon betook themselves to their repose. 

Scarc^ly had they got i»to bed, when 
a repetitioto of the light threw them 
iato a second consternation. 

Monimia and Julia immediately rose 
from the bed and applied to the window, 
where they remained a few minutes, 
without observing any particula? ob- 
ject. 

At length, the moon emerging froia 
an immense cloud, which had thrown a 
darkness over the whole scene, disco- 
vered to them the figure of a man, who 
had erossed the gardeh to a spot nearly 
opposite to where they stood; 

Hq. was muffled up in a manner that 
denoted disguise, and by very minute 
attention they observed a mask on his 
face. Upon 



* 
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Upon the first discovery of this object, 
they retreated a few Steps, and drawing 
a blind across the window, stood con- 
cealed &om notice ; at the sarae time 
were enabled to watch the motions of 
the int rüder. 

They had not surveyed him long, 
when, to their surprise and dismay, they 
beheld him taking a critical survey of 
the whole building, and soon after he 
was attended by two or three raen, in 
disguised habiliments, who seenred to 
shew him every token of respect and 
obeisance. 

After which, they directed a very 
minute attention to the identical Win- 
dow where they were standing, which 
so alarmed the two friends, that they 
resolved not to go to bed during the 
night. 

Their fears, however, were somewhat 

d 2 abated, • 
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abated, by observing these midnight 
visitants söon quit the spofc. 

Monimia and Julia could not conceive 
what could be the design of these in- 
vaders ; they however could not con- 
strue their visit as having any good pur- 
pose, therefore barred the Windows of 
the Chamber, and set about securing all 
the doors which led to their apartment. 

Thinking all was safe x , they now altered 
their resolution of sitting up the re- 
mainder of the night, and retired to 
bed, where they had not *long been, . 
before every recollection of what 
had happened was lost in a profoimd 
sleep. 

The circumstancs that had happeh$& 
however, produced very uneasy sepsa- 
tions in the minds of both; Julia/ in 
particular, was distressed with a very 

uneasy 
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uneasy dream, from which she awoke, 
sustaining a load of horrors. 

• She thought somebody drew back 
the curtain of the bed — it was a pale, 
ghastly figure, in female apparel, whö 
sighed and shook her head, then im- 
bared her bosom, from which she 
plucked a dagger * drenched in göre, 
while from the deep wounds in her 
breast issued streams of Llood. 

* i 

' She advanced to embrace Julia, took 
hold of one of her hands, and pointed 
to the window ; then removed the bed- 
clothes and hung over little Henry, 
gazing on him with inexpressible fond- 
ness. 

' She now retreated, ändpointing 
slternately to Heaveri and to the child, 
in a solemn hollöw tone of voice bade 
Julia adieu, and disappeared.' 

d 3 Julia 
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Julia awoke with a shriek, the sound 
of which roused Moniraia, to whom she 
related her dream. 

At this narration the latter uttered a 
groan, and exclaimed, " GooÜ Hea- 
vens preserve us! I fear sorae secret 
enemy is about to annoy us." 

The two friends found the m sei v es so 
disconcerted by such disagreeable ex- 
perience, that they could not obtain 
any degrce of composure during the 
night, but rose quite dispirited; and 
when.at breakfast, their uneasiness was 
visible to the baron and baroness, who 
enquired the cause. 

Julia related the circumstance of the 
man in the garden—the baron started, 
and pronounced it a very extraordinary 
circumstance; and which, he was de- 
termined to investigate; for this pur r 

pose, 
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pose, strict $earch was made in that 
place, fout not the least track or Im- 
pression appeared. 

The effect which Julia's dream had 
made upon her, was such as could not 
easily be eflaced. She feit a dread on 
laying down to rest; the awfulne$s of 
the Vision had impressed her mind with 
a portcntowi Wea of something dread- 
ful ; added to which, there was a u«;«* 
of meaning in the gesture of the spcctre, 
which seemed to allude to some awful 
event. 

A few evenings after the dream she 
was sitting # up, perusing a favourite 
work — Monimia had retired about half 
an hour, and the most solemn stillncss 
prevailed in the Castle ; all on a sudden, 
she was disturbed by a deep groan, 
which seemed to proceed from the pas- 
sage leading to the room she was in. 

d 4 Julia 
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Julia feit herseif inspired to search 
for the cause, and soon as she opened 
the door, observed a twinkling light, 
which threw a side-way kind of glimmer 
into the passage before her. 

She advanced, with the intent to see 
who was in possession of the light, and 
turned round an avenue, in expectation 
of making a discoveryj _ but in propor- 

icTvanced, the light gradu- 
ally retreated, as if disposed to lead her 
into the various windings of the build-» 
ing. She arrived at length at a spacious 
room, where the lighrt appeared to 
pause — the door was on a jar — Julia 
pushed it gently aside, but what was 
the agony of her feelings, on observing 
a female figure in deep mourning, 
who beckoned her to advance. Julia 
was inspired at this moment with more 
than human fortitude; she obeyed the 
mandate, when the spectre conducted 

her 
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her tQ a kind of halJ adjoining the room 
they had just left: this-was called the 
picture gallery, in which htuVg the \a- 
rioas portraits. of the descendants af the 
faaüly. Close to fhe baron and baro- 
ness were delineated the figures of Or- 
lando and Osmond. 

The spectre now made a stand, ex- 
actly opposite to that which represented 
the latter, while Julia stood in an atti- 
tude of intreaty to know the will of the 
apparition ; who pointing to her breast, 
and then at the picture, shook her head, 
and uttered a deep sigh. Julia still 
kept following the ghost, who disco- 
vered to her such scenes of woe, that 
she became, at last, insensible, in which 
state, Monimia at length found her; 
who supposing something remarkable 
had happened, came in pursuit of her. 

* 

The two friends retiaed, not a little 
disconcerted at the repeated catastro- 
phies which had happened. 
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Julia was nearly recovcred from her 
alarm in the courseof a few days, bul 
exhibited an air of melancholy that gave 
no small uneasiness to her friends. Mö- 
nimia, at the same time, feeling all the 
sympathy for Julia which a good heart 
will entertain on so solemn an occa- 
sion. 

The affliction which the latter labour- 
ed under, was a sort of prophetic sadr 
ness; a solitary impression on her mind, 
that she was sopn to learn the real fate 
of her unhappy $ister. 

A few days after, Moniraia and Julia 
paid a visit to the vicarage. 

The carriage was appointed by the 
baron to convey them there. The ride 
was pleasant, and little Henry looked 
out of the coach window with an unu- 
sual degree of adtniration at the objects 
which appeared. 

They 



TU BORRID SPXOTBX. 63 • 

They proceeded down some bye lanes, 
and stopped at a certain part, to admit 
the passage of a cart that was coming in 
an opposite direction; at this period, a 
person, habited like a fortune-teller, 
put a piece of paper in at the coach 
window, Monimia opened it> and read 
the following caution : 

" Fair ladies, timely take alarm, 
" A friend would save you from all barm ; 
" Some mischief you will shortly know, 
" Unless you wisely shun the blow ; 
cs View strangers with a cautious eye, 
" And their advances quickly fly." 

As soon as they had read the paper, 
they looked round for the person who 
presented ir, but their counsellor had 
fled, and left them in no small surprise 
at such an alarming and unexpected an 
adventure. 

Julia knew not how to construe this- 
train of Singular events; it was a painful 

d 6 thing 
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thing for her to be ever on the alarm, 
yet her opinion of the matter was per- 
fectly in unison with that of Monimia, 
who apprehended some lurking mis- 
chief against the family . 

.» 
The ladies now thought of returning, 
under the influence of such ä sentiment; 
but they had scarcely resolved upon 
such a proceeding, when the.carriage 
was intercepted by a chaise-and-four, 
and received such a shock, as overturn- 
ed it. 

The Company within sustained very 
little injury, though considerable alarm. 

Two gentlemen, who were in the 
chaise that occasioned the injury, im- 
mediately stepped out, and offering the 
most respectful apology, attempted to 
render every assistance in their power; 
at the same time, severely reprimariding 
the carelessness of the drivers. 

They 
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They requested the ladies to make 
use of their carriage as far as they were 
going; this was declined by them, äs 
the distance was but small to the vicar- 
age. 

The gentlemen then insisted on see- 
ing them on their way, and at the same 
time exhibited such politeness and affa- 
bility, that the petition was,, at length, 
consented to. 

In a little time the ladies paid their 
respects to the doctor, and the gentle- 
men explaining the motives of their ap- 
pearance, were received by him with 
the most sincere friendship and cor- 
diality, and requested to pass the even- 
ing at his abode. 

In about an hour after, the merchant 
and his family arrived, and the Com- 
pany were not a little interested in the 
unexpected congratulations which took 

place 
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place between Mr. Beaumont and one 
of the stränge» who accompanied Mo- 
nimia and her friend. They saluted 
each other, and soon made it evident 
that they had been ardent friends. 

The gentleman warmly congratulated 
the merchant, and said, next to the 
happiness of seeing him, he had an 
affair to communicate, which gave him 
infinite pleasure. The fojmer then ap- 
prized the latter that a very consider- 
able property was bequeathed him, by 
a relation in the Eaat Indies. 

Mr. Beaumont received the tidings 
with a mixture of pleasure and regret ; 
änd the affair being announced to the 
Company, he was complimented in the 
most friendly manner; and no one evi- 
denced greater satisfaction than the doo 
tor, who long had wished to see his 
friend reinstated in his former ,degree of 
opulence and dignity. 

The 
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The ladies stopped at the vicarage, 
tili Julia rfeminded her friend it was 
proper to return; and the gentlemen, 
apprized of their intention, insisted on 
the honour of seeing them home. 

The chariot was immediatelv ordered, 
and the party proceeded in a brisk pace 
to the castle. 

They had not, however, gone far, 
before they were surprised by a band 
of ruffians, who insisted upon the women 
and Henry's alighting. 

The protectors of the ladies attempt- 
ed a rescue, but nothing could intimi- 
date the assailants; who being well 
armed, made a furious attack upon their 
opponents, and instantly dragged (hem 
from their position, and after stunning 
them with repeated blows, carried off 
their captives in triumph. 

Monimia 
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Monimia and Julia shrieked aloud, 
and imagined, at one time, that their 
efforts had brought : some persons to 
their assistance, as the carriage halted 
a few moqients, and a confused noise 
of vpices was heard ; but their hopes 
soon fled, as they proceeded on a sud- 
den with redoubled speed, and were 
commanded, in a stern voice, by those 
who häd the custody of them, to be 
silent, on peril of their lives. 

After travelling about three hours, 
they made a sudden stop, and the ladies 
were ordered to alight. Julia clasped 
the boy to her breast, and no intreaties 
could prevail upon her to surrender him. 
The ruffians threatened violence, but 
Julia protested she would rather part 
with her life, than be separated from 
him. . 

« 
They were now conducted through 

several 
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several windings, and at last came into 
a room, where their guides left them, 
after taking great pains to secure the 
door, and making every preparation to 
prevent escape. In a short time, how- 
ever, they heard someone approach, 
who, on entering, discovered a thick, 
squat-looking figure, having cvery ap- 
pearancc of malignity and ill-nature in 
her looks. 

In a tone of voice, which made her 
prisoners start and tremble, she de- 
manded what refreshment they chose; 
but the two friends were so alarmed and 
pensive, that they scarcely attended to 
their unmannerly visitor, who in ä still 
more hoarse and sullen note exclaimed, 
€t Do you choose any refreshment, or 
not ?" Monimia intreated her to be a 
little milder in her accents, but this 
only served to aggravate the virago, 

who in reply vociferated, u Come, 
come, let's have no tragedy airs here, 

I know 
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I know the trick too well ; you pretend 
to be quite averse to every thing, and 
yet, no doubt, have made thi& Visit 
from y our own choice/' 

The unfortunate females protested 
that it was by violence they had been 
brought into their present Situation ; 
and Monimia, holding out her pursc, 
intimated to the woman the contents 
were her's, if she would connive at their 
escape* 

" Aye, my dear, that's very right/* 
replied the latter, not seeming to notice 
it as a bribe, " as you will not have oc- 
„ casiön for money here, you may as well 
commit it to my protection." And 
marching up to Julia at the same time, 
exclahned, " Perhaps, miss, you are 
disposed to put the same confidence in 
me ; that ring on your finger shali be 
taken great care of, I assure you." 

Poor 
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Poor Julia was so alarmed, that she 
instantly complied, and surrcndered it 
to the jezebel. 

The woman now altered her tone, and 
began to practise all the dissimulation 
she was mistress of. 

" Cöme, come, ladies, don't be dis- 
heartened, the place is stränge to you, 
but comfort yourselves that you wiU 
be at liberty soon : and now, my dear, 
addressing Julia, you had better let me 
relieve you of the fatigue you have had 
with the child." 

Julia was terrified at the proposal, but 
durst not absolutely deny her; how- 
ever, she was resolved not to trust him 
out of the room. 

When the woman took hold of little 
Henry, the child screamed most vio- 
lently, and exhibited such terror, a& 

offended 
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offended the beldam ; who setting him 
down, abruptly exclaimed, "Well, if 
you don't choose tocome, you may let 
it alone." 

The ladics soon saw clearly they had 
got an odd sort of creature to deal 
with, and determined, in consequence, 
to lean entirely to that aide her huinour 
seemed inclined, and found, by so 
doing, that they obtained an influence 
over her, which no other means could 
effect; in short, by a few innocent arti- 
fices v they becarae quite social with her, 
and while partaking of some refresh- 
ment, feit no small pleasure from the 
hopes of once more returning to their 
home. 



The next day the old woman had in- 
gratiäted herseif so far into the good 
graces of Monimia and Julia, that they 
began to think they had gained her con- 
fidence, and talked with her without re- 

serve ; 
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serve; and at length a plan was agreed 
upon, relative to their departure, the 
conditions being, that the ladies should 
be quite still and silent, at the time of 
their rem oval. 

This was most cordially assented to, 
still the two friends were far from en- 
joying repose — their minds were tor- 
tured with suspence — doubt and hope 
succeeded each other, and produced a 
conflict, which occasioned a total inter- 
ruption to their rest. 

In the morning they partook of cof- 
fee, and were persuaded, after much 
intreaty, to permit the old woman to 
accompany them part of the way. 

After travelling some distance, Moni- 
mia and Julia found themselves drowsy ; 
a circumstance, which they considered 
as arising from want of rest the pre- 
ceding night, and to which, they did 

not 
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not seera disposed to make any resist- 
ance; when their companion beholding 
their conditio^ took the child into her 
arms, by way of assisting their slum- 
bers. 

The ladies, upon waking, found 
themselves so confused, and for a while 
could not teil what had happened; at 
length Julia, as i( were by instinct, ex- 
clairned, " Where is my sweet cherub?" 
and upon feeling about the coach, for 
it was now dark, to the infinite terror 
and confusion of both, they found none 
in it but themselves. 

Monimia exclaimed, " O, Heavens ! 
to what wretchedness are we doomed?" 
and Julia raved in the wildest manner 
on the unhappy fate of little Henry. 

After venting their sorrow in sobs and 
the most piteous lamentations, they 
>w to the Windows, and screamed for 

protection, 
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protection, but their efforts werc vain ; 
the violators of tbeir liberty having 
fastened them down, to prevent alarm 
or escape. 

Julia and her friend now embraced 
each other in an agony, coosidering 
theinsehnes as devoted to sorae dreadful 
and unhappy purpose. 

White the two friends were bemoan- 
ing their Situation, on a sudden they 
found their pace considerably briskened, 
and soon after, a violent knocking at a 
gate ensued, which was immediately 
opened, and shut again with the noise 
of thunder. 

the carriage now stopped, and the 
door was opened by some attendants, 
who requested the ladies to alight. 

Monimia and Julia descended, in a 
State of tcrror and agitation, and before 

they 
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they entcred the building, feil on their 
knees, and implored the pity of those 
around them. 

This application was treated with the 
greatest indifference, and the unfortu- 
nate prisoners observing the domestics 
increase and hover round them, as 
though they intended violence, without 
further remonstrance, suffered them- 
selves to be conducted intQ the build- 
ing- 

After traversing various windings and 
avenues they arrived at a room, some- 
thing like a hall, in which were two or 
three men, whose countenances made 
Julia and Monimia tremble; and who 
appeared to be in some serious and 
eventful Conference. 

As the unfortunate feraales passed, 
these ruffians viewed them with an eye 
that denoted mischief; a 'crrcumstance, 

which 
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which did not escape the Observation of 
the iFormer, who saw themselves ad- 
vancing into an increasing State of mi- 
sery and horror. 

They were, at last, conducted into a 
stately and magnificent apartment, and 
were requested by the attendants, who 
shortly after retired, to be seated. 

Monimia and Julia were not a little 
surprised at the singular mode they used 
in leaving the room, each retreating 
through a separate door-way. 

The terrified females now feit a 
mournful suspense, and every now-and- 
then cast a timid and suspicious look 
about the room, fearful of beginning a 
conversation ; yet, at times, communi- 
cated their apprehensions in a whisper. 

They had not, however, sat long, 

before the sound of footsteps approach- 

vol. iv. e ing 
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ing the apartment, kd thcm Ip e*pect 
some sudden surprise; imaiedi&tely a 
door opened, and to their astonishment, 
Osmond, accompanied by a.iuan of a 
most forbidding appearance, entered 
the roQin. 



These vlsitants no sooner arrived, 
fhan they treated Julia and her friend 
with the greatest boldness and famili- 
aritv. 

Osmond began, by taking hold of 
Julia's . handj and exclaiming, " You 
know, my dear, I have long wished you 
should do the honors of my family, and 
after the pains I have taken to procure 
me that happiness, you canaot ose me 
so unkindly, as to h es i täte a momcat. 



i 



Julia withdrew her hand with disgust; 
a sort of instinctive aversion since her 
late mysterious experience, made her 
look lipon him with abhorrence* 

" Osmond/* 
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" Osmond/' cries she, looking at 
him with disdain and resentment, " can 
you call yourself a woman's friend, in 
thus forcibly conveying us from our 
homes, and adding these insults to the 
outrage ?". 

" Pshaw, pshaw, my dear/' cries 
Osmond, " I vow you are quite peevish, 
not to say a little insolent." 

" Such cenduct as you have shewn," 
replies Julia, " can never be entitled to 
respect. Renounce this authority you 
have assumed, and convey us instantly 
hxmie, as the only means of atoning for 
vour crime. " 

" That cannot be, my dear. I can* 
not be so greata foe to my happiness." 

Julia made no reply, and Osmond, 
for a few moments, sat in a State of 
silence. In the mean time, his compa- 

e 2 nion 
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nion was cruelly tormenting the ears of 
Monimia with the most gross and ful- 
some discQiirse, while the latter fett all 
the distress and embarrassment natural 
to delicacy and dignity of mind. 

♦ 

In a short time Osmond renewed his 
importunities, which wercfrejected, with 

4 

contempt ; a circumstance, that had 
more than once roused his haughty and 
imperious passions: but as a consum- 
mate hypocrite, he checked his impetu- 
osity, and finding familiarity of noavail, 
was determined to try a more reserved 
and distant conduct. He therefore apo- 
logized for the offence he had given, 
assuring her that he would, the next 
day, see her safe on her way to the Cas- 
tle — intreated her^vith the most urgent 
persuasions, that she would, for the 
present, be reconciled to her Situation. 

This manceuvre succeeded, and Julia 
condescended, upon such terms, to en- . 

ter 
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ter into a little conversation, and take 
some refreshment. 

Monimia was influenced to follow her 
example, upon a promise from her per- 
secutor that he would withhold his ad- 
dresses . 

Osmond was now not without hopes 
that he should succeed in his projects, 
but he confided principally in the po- 
tency of the article he had caused to be 
mixed in the wine for the accomplish- 
ment of his purpose, and-took an op- 
portunity, at times, to recomraend the 
glass to the ladies to relieve their fa- 
tigue. 

Julia and her frien^ found it expedi- 
ent to comply, as far asprudence wpuld 
allow; and Osmond congratulated him- 
self with the hopes of his stratagem 
speedily taking effect, but every rao- 

£ 3 ment 
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ment seemed only to increase his disap- 
pointment. . 

Chagrined at this defeat, he drank 
off a copious draught, and recommend- 
ed the same example to his friend. 

Astonishing and unexpected were the 
effccts which this conduct produced. 

In a few min Utes the ladies jsaw an 
unaccountable alteration in the appear- 
ance of those with whom. they were in 
Company. A sort of slumber seized 
Osmond and the other — their eyeS 
closed — and they feil on the table, in ä 
fit of insensibility. 

This affair, which would have appear- 
ed very alarming on any other occasion, 
inspired, instantaneously the friends, 
with hopes of escape. 

Without waiting, therefore, to in- 

spect 
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spect the condition of Osraond and his 
friend> they each seized a candle, and 
wildly quitted the room, in hopes of 
extricating themSelves from their con- 
finement. 



• 9 
•f 
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CHAPTER HI. 



w. 



£ shall now return to the discon- 
solate people at the castle. An hour 
had passed beyond the time the ladies 
had promised to return; and as they 
were always very punctual, their delay 
gave no small uneasiness to the baron 
and his lady. 

The lapse of another hour produced 
very considerable alarm, and they dis~ 
patched messengers in every direction 
to gain intelligence of them. 

After some time had elapsed, one of 

them 
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them returned, conducting two gen- 
tlemen. These were no other than the 
heroes who had endeavoured to preserve 
Monimia and Julia. 

They gave the baron a circumstantial 
account of the adventure; who, with 
the baroness, received the intelligence 
with the deepest affiiction. 

The gentlemen received eveiy polite 
attention at Bellgrove Castle, and were 
pressed to stay the night ; an invita- 
tion which, in their infirm State, was 
highly agreeable to them. 

The next day they departed, highly 
pleased with the hospitality they had 
been treated with, and promising every 
assistance in their power to bring to jus- 
tice the perpetrators of the outrage on 
Monimia and Julia. . 

The day after the baron revolved the 

e 5 ' whole 
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whole of the disagreeable snrprises hc 
had met with, and a very little reflexion* 
raised in him a viotent suspicion that it 
was Osmond who was the distwrber of 
his peace. 

This opinion operated so strongly 
upon him, that he was determtned to 
proceed to Horrordale Castle in pursuit 
of the lost fetnales. 

In a Conference which he held with 
the doctor, a coincidence- of opinion 
prevailed, and a travelling equipage was 
ordered to be got ready immediately, 
into which they threw themselves, and 
proceeded with all imaginable speed to 
the place above-mentioned. 

The baroness was left quite disconso- 
late, and such an effect had the total 
absence of her friends upon her, that 
she kept her bed the greatest part of 
the day. 

Towards 
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Towar^s eyening she rose, in rather a 
languid State, to take some refreshment; 
and while musing an past events, was 
interrupted in her reveries by the ap- 
pearance of old Peter, whq with an un- 
common degree of animation in his 
countenance, begged to have the ho- 
nour of .announcing some very agreea- 
ble intelligente to his lady* 

The barones9 was nearly offended 
with the abrupt behaviour of .her ol4 
servant, and was abput to chide him fop 
his rudeness; but the faithful creaturo 
bursting into a floöd of tears, intreated 
her to forgive his transports, as. it was 
the happiest day he had ever known ip 
his whole life. 

The lady intreated him to explain his 
sudden visit. 

" To in form you, madain;, 4hat my 
yoang master — " 

e 6 « Your 
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" Your young master!" exclaimed 
the baroness, with vehemence and sur- 
prise — "say what of him." 

" He is arrived safe." Heaven be 
praised, ejaculated Peter; "and is now 
in the house, and saving my lady's pre- 
sence, i'H go and take another look at 
him;" so saying, Peter ran with such 
alacrity out of the room, that he made 
his master recoil, who was just about to 
enter, while the old man measured his 
length on the floor, uttering the most 
piteous groans; however, \e soon re- 
coVered himself, and sprang down stairs 
witfc the same degree of glee and agi- 
lity. 

\ # 

The interview between Orlando and 
his mother was very affecting, and after 
the first emotions of joy were over, he, 
in a tone of inexpressible affection, in- 
quired for bis father. 

The 
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The baroness looked gloomy, and the 
captain appeared alarmed. 

•7 For Heaven's sake, madara, easc 
me of my fears: is he well?" 

" Your father is well/' resumed the 
baroness, " but is set out on business of 
the raost unpleasant nature." 

She then explained; while Orlando 
stood the picture of rage, agony, and 
despair. 

" You will admit of my absence, 
madam. I will, this instant, endeavour 
to overtake the baron and my old 
friend. 



»9 



The baroness was perplexed — so sud- 
den a departure, immediately on his 
arrival, pained her exceedingly; yet 
she thought Orlando's presence neces- 
sary Company for the baron and the doc- 
tor. The 



4L. 
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The affirtr was, however, not long in 
deliberation. Orlando embraced bis 
mother, mounted one of the fleetest of 
his horses, and rode away with all ima- 
ginaryspeed. 

. Our hero made inquiries at every 
turnpike he came to/ respecting the 
retinue he was in pursuit of, but found 
he was several hours behind hand; how- 
ever, he abated nothing of his urgency 
tili the ev^Äfin'gf of the next day, where 
we find him, as at the beginning of this 
history, encountering the horrors of 
the abbey, and his subsequent arrival at 
theinn. 



> 



The reader will recollect that we an- 
nounced the arrival of a stranger at the 
inn where Orlando had taken up a tem- 
porary residence. This gentleman was 
not observed by him, tili on the return 
of the former; whfcn as- Orlando was 
giving directions for his future progress, 

her 
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he was surprised with the presence of a 
long valued friend and acquaintance ; it 
was, indeed, no other than the gallant 
and accomplished Fitzherbert, the inse- 
parable companion of all his toils and 
dangers. 

Nothing could exceed the mutual sur- 
prise of the two friends at this unex* 
pected meeting; at a time, each one t 
thought the other many miles asunder. 

Orlando, in an agitated tone, explain- 
ed his motives for leaving the castle, at 
which Fitzherbert exhibited the strong-^ 
est chagrin and disappointment. 



>*•< 



" Was it our charming friends I was 
in pursuit of," exclaimed he. 

Orlando here shewed a transport of 
impatient curiosity, and cried, "Then 
you have seen Montmia and Julia!" 

" Hear 



.?j_ 
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u Hear me," replied his friend. " You 
know my destination was considerably 
wide of this spot; but raeeting with a 
singular occurrence on the road, I was 
tempted to deviate from my track^«£o 
discover the event of it. 

u In my way to ehester, a chaise- 
and-four drove furiously by, aecompa- 
nied with five or six attendants; my cu- 
riosity induced me to glance into the 
carriage as it passed, and I thought I 
saw two beautiful females in great emo- 
tion and agony." 

** Proceed, pray proeeed," cried 
Bellgrove ; " I am all impatience." 

" Fired by the thought/ 1 continued 
the other, " that some outrage or vio- 
lence was intended them, I clapped 
spurs to my horse, in order to get a 
further insight into the matter ; but the 

more 
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more I urged the animal I rode, the 
more they increased their speed, so that 
it was with difficulty I could keep within 
sight of the carriage. 

" Having pursued them, however, 
tili late in the evening, and my horse 
becoming jaded, I was obliged to give 
up the chace, and seek the first place of 
entertainment; from which, I departed 
this morning, inteiyling to recover the 
tract I had deviated from." 

u Guard them, ye Heavenly powers/* 
exclaimed Orlando, with fervency. 
"The females you saw could be no other 
than Monimia and Julia; let us, this in- 
stant, pursue them to Horrordale Cas- 
tle/' 

Fitzherbert was instantaneously fired 
with the same emotion, and Orders were 
given to Jerry to prepare a chaise for 
their immediate departure. 

At 
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\ 



At the time that Jerry received this 
sudden and chtmorbus summons, for 
Orlando had rung the bell with a vio- 
lence that denoted . the greatest impa- 
tience, he had set about trimming him- 
seif in the sprucest mann er, and was in 
the act of shaving himself, in a position 
immediately under the bell, the cla- 
morous peel of which operated so pow- 
erfully on his nervous system, as to pro- 
duce a visible gash ; the poor fellow 
thinking, at the same time J that some 
accident had happened to his master, 
ran bleeding up stairs, and presented 
a figure, which notwithstanding the 
commotion that reigned in the minds of 
Orlando and Fitzherbert, they could not 
refrain from a fit of laughter. 

On his head was a worsted covering, 
tall as a grenadier's cap; his face cover- 
ed with suds ; and his throat bleeding in 
a copiöus manner. ■ , 

. "Gracious 
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" Gracious God defend us!" criedhe, 
as hc entered the room. " I hope you 
are not going to die — Is the house on 
fire, oy are you in a fit, sir ?" 

Orlando comforted his 'squire, but 
bade him get every thing ready with in* 
stant dispatch. 

Jerry instaritly flung off his cap, rub-^ 
bed the lather off his face, and flew like 
lightningdownstairs; where, unluckily, 
he encountered a whole set of china, 
which the maid was going to deposit in 
a closet above. Jerry and the china, in 
consequence, rolled down the staircase, 
with a noise that alarmed the house. 

The noise brought the landlady and 

the two gentlemen on the stairs, where 

■ 

our hero saw his unfortunate 'squire on 

his knees, supplicating for pardon; at 

the same time, the woman insisting upon 

a füll recompense for the injury. 

Orlando 
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Orlando relieved his man from his 
humble posture, by promising to make 
ample amends for the damage, caution- 
ing him to be more careful in future. 

This pacified the enraged fair one, 
and Jerry, by his dexterity, soon got 
every thing ready ; when the two friends, 
with this diligent servant, set off, in 
haste, for Horrordale Castle. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



W 



£ shall now return to the unfor- 
tunate females, whom we left at the 
inoment of their escape (Vom the room. 

Upon quitting the apartment they 
came to a staircase, which they descend- 
ed as silently as possible, and found a 
place, where several avenues met. 

Here they pauSed for a moment, 
doubting which passage was most likely 
to favour their wishes; but having no 
time to deliber^te, immediately chose 
one of them, without knowing why it 
shouW claim the preference. At 
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At the end of this avenue they found 
a door, which appeared to have no par- 
ticular fastening; with a little trouble 
they soon burst it open, but it was an 
experiment that had very nearly proved 
fatal to their hopes. The damp made 
the door stick so tight, as to occasion a 
blast, which almost extinguished their 
lights ; fortunately for the fugitives, 
there were two or three decayed lan- 
thorns in the place, which they imme- 
diately converted into use, and proceed- 
ed to exploi e the dreary abodes of the 
building. 

They had scarce gone a few paces, 
when they heard a door shut to with 
such violence, as startled them, and oc- 
casioned them to fly, they knew not 
whither. 

. In the midst 'öf their retreat,. a sudden 
rattling and furious nojse ensued from 
a pface, nearly opposite, like ohe a*t- 

; vancmg 



i 
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vancing to surprtse tbem. This pcca- 
sioned inexpressible consternation, and 
they halted with terror. 

There were likewise sounds, so vari- 
ous and melancholy, in diflerent parts 
of the mansion, that they momentarily 
thought themselves in the region of 
horrors. 

When Monimia and Julia had, in a 
small degree, recovered themselvefc, 
they continued their course, and came 
to a flight of steps, which led down to 
an arched door way. Here the agitated 
females descended, and pulling back a 
rusty pair of bolts, they entered a place 
like a sepulchre, and instantaneously a 
tall figure, in slow and measured Steps 
advanced, holding a dagger in one hand, 
and in the other a tablet, on which wa§| 
written . 

" Forbear all further curiosity, : or 
you instantly die." The 
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The fugitives shrieked and recoiled, 
when the door closed upon them with a 
horrid noise. 

This sudden surprise was too much 
for the affrighted females to sustain. 
They reclined on the steps of the vault, 
and feil irito a swoon. 

Upon recovering they ascended, and 
still finding strength to pursue their ob- 
ject in view, directed their way from the 
vault, tili they arrived at a room, the 
door of which stood partly open. Mö- 
nimia and Julia entered, and to their 
astonishment, beheld a female figure in 
black^ the face of which was concealed 
by a long veil. 

The ladies were about to retire with 
dismay, but the form beckoned them to 
advance; and pointing to an avenue at 
the further end, proceeded towards it, 

while 
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while they followect with trembling 
steps. 

The spectre now conducted them 
through various passages, and at last they 
descended Into a vault, where the for- 
me*, after stalking to the centre of it, 
poinfed to a ring-bolt in the floor, and 
theft'seemed to intimate a wish that the 
place shoold he opened. Julia and Mo- 
nimia obeyed; and after exerting all 
their force., the door flew back, and they 
discoveml a deep cavern, at the bottom 
of which, lay something in the form of . 
a box. A deep grqan was now heard, 
and the phantom, after moving in so- 
lemn State three times round the grave, 
exclaimed, 

♦' My bones lie buried in that ehest ; • 
" They lie to rot, but not to rest." 

Monimia and Julia now stood in the 

raost awful surprise, when the appari- 

vol. iv. p tion 
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tion beckoning them to follow, led 
them to a room, the floor of which was 
stained with blood; and pointing to 
this dismal token, a voice was heard 
tq say, " Within these walls exists thq 
man who did this impious deed." 

♦ 

The phantom now advanced towards 
Julia, and lifting up her veil, exclaini- 
ed, "O, Julia! be virtuous, and be 
happy." 

Julia gazed on the form with a wild- 
ness of joy and surprise, when she re- 
cognized the exact features of her un- 
fortunate sister. In a delirium of ecstasy 
she flew to embrace the spectre, but the 
latter waved her of£ saying, 

" That must not be now; I am not 
mortal:" but with a fieavenly smile, 
bade her farewell, and almost instantly 
disappeared. 

The 
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The morning now began to dawn/ 
and the prisoners could direct their 
steps without the light, but found them- 
selves incapable of making many fur- 
ther researches. Monimia began to be 
exhausted, and Julia feit, as in a trance, 
after what she had seen. They, how- 
ever, though fatigued to a great degree, 
examined a few more places, but could 
find no means of escape. 

This disappoiritinent threw them into 
despair, and casting themselves on a 
kind of bench, in the apartment they 
were in> abandoned every hope. 

The two friends had but just taken 
their position, when they heard a kind 
of breathing close by; upon which, 
Monimia opened a closet door near 
them, and immediately shrieked. Julia 
came to her assistance, and was almost 
? overcome with joy and surprise, on be- 

f 2 holding 
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holding little Henry, sleeping on a bed, 
which the closet contained. 

lliey would instantly have devöured: 
him <vith caresses, but the fear of wak- 
ing and disturbing him checked their 
fbndness. Monimia and JuKa threw* 
themselves by his side, and regardless of 
discovery, resolved no more to be se- 
parated from their little darling. 

Overcome with fear and fatigue they 
soori began to doze, and when they 
awoke, a considerable bustle and noise 
was heard, not far from them. 

This threw the fugitivesinto the great- 
est consternation . Julia caught up 
Henry, and Was preparing to fly, but 
She knew not whither; while Monimia, 
applying to a little casement which she 
säto left open, waved her handkerchief 
several times in the air, in hopes such 

an 
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an attempt might providentially bring 
some one to their assistance. 

They were not long in this State of 
dismay, before three or four persons 
entered the apartment, and shortly after, 
the wicked Osmond made his appear- 
ance; who, with sneers and sarcastic 
smiles, xidiculed their endeavours to es- 
cape. He then ordered them to a cer- 
tain apartment, where he renewed his 
insolent and abandoned solicitations. 
Julia suitunoned up courage to treat his 
importunities with oonterapt; upeu 
which, the tyrant proceeded to treat 
her with libertine familiarity. 

" Monster !" exclaims the enraged 
female, " Would you insult, in the 
grossest manner, a defenceless woman ?" 

* • 

" Proud female 1 /' replied Osmond, 
" Do you Insult my power ? Know tfcen, 
I have you now aecutely in my posses- 

f 3 sion; 
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sion; nor can any being, or circum- 
stance, release you." 

♦ 

Julia, all this while, maintained her 
dignity, and replied to his proposals 
with the most virtuous resolutions and 
fortitüde. 

The inhuman tyrant now grew frantic 
with rage, and vociferated, " insolent 
woman ! soon shalt thou feel the effects 
of thy vanity and haughtiness;" and 
stamping violently with his foot, imme- 
"diätely three ruffians, with drawn dag- 
gers, appeared. 

" Badinaldo," cries the tyrant, to 
the foremost, "conduct these women 
to their prison." 

This mandate was immediately obey- 

♦ed, and they were conveyed, in a soli- 

. tary manner, to their cell ; where, 

when they arrived, they on their knees 

suppli- 
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supplicated the protection of thc Al- 
na ighty. 

When the unfortunate females had 
remained in tbis dreary Situation about 
half an hour, a sound was heard, like 
some oneapproaching; who, they sup- 
posed; was coming to inflict additional 
tortures. 

While they were watching the door in 
an agony of suspence, they observed 
a bit of paper, which was, with some 
difficulty, thrust under it. Julia seized 
it, and by the glimmering light which 
issued into the dungeon, contrived to 
decypher the foilowing lines : 

" Osmond is now meditating the most 
dreadfnl purposes; but let not fear be- 
tray you into any concessions; rely on 
a friend, who is secretly endeavouring 
to procure you means of escape." 

f 4 This 
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This intimatkm affbrded them äome 
consolation, notwithstanding the dreari- 
ness of their Situation ; which they 
faped, from the teiaor of the .note > 
would not bei lasting. Howiever, they 
feit a suspence, which kept them in a 
State of alarm fpr neariy two hours; 
when a violent bustle at the door of the 
dungeon announced the entrance of 
lüelf fceepers, who said, they came with 
Orders to conduct them to some other 
apartment. 

The unfortunate prisoners were now 
conducted into a room hung with deep 
mourning; the light,of day was ex- 
cluded, and a pale and gl immering, 
lamp, which was süspended from the 
ceiling, servedonly to discoy^a fcene 
of surroundlng horrpr v | - ; L . . \ 

Scarce had they. eatered, when the 
haughty and ambitious tyrant introduced 

his 
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Bis presence, aftd supposing tfeat the 
ghjomy appearance of the apartment 
would work a terror on their m'mds, 
began to treat them with his accustomed 
rüden ess. 

They grew incensed at his behaviour, 
and Julia, in particular, set his insidi- 
ous arts at defiance ; tili at length, Os- 
mond putting on the most hideotis frown, 
and exhibiting a coüntenance füll of 
malice and revenge, stalked up to her, 
and exclaimed, " now, madam, you 
shall witness what your insolence and 
obstinacy have provoked me\ to;" so 
saying, he ordered a secret door of the 
apartment to be thrown open, whkh 
. exhibited to Monimia and Julia a sight 
that chilled them with howror. — It re- 
presented little Henry extended on a 
bench, and an executioner Standing by 
with an uplifted axe, seemingly at the 
moment of putting an end to thechild's 
existence. 

f 5 Osmond 



1 1 BELLGBOVE CASTLE ; OR, 

Osmond now cried out, " see, haughty 
and imperious woman, the effects of 
your obstinacy and pride." 

Julia and Monimia trembling, and 
overcome with terror, began to remon- 
strate, when the tyrant continued, 

t€ No parleying, no evasion — this 
very moment severs his little life asun- 
der, ifyoudarereject my proposals." 

The unhappy females dropped on 
their knees, and supplicated mercy for 
the child. - 



cc 



Nay, then/' cries the monster — 
executioner, do your duty;" and the 
man instantly put himself in the attitude 
of öbedience, and was about to give the 
blow, when Osmond wciferated, "with- 
hold one moment/' and turning to 
Julia, " say, haughty fair, are you con- 
vinced a fatal issue accompanies your 

non- 
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non-compliance. Pronounce, instantly, 
in my favour, or the next passing mi- 
nutes procures his doom." 

" Heaven protect the child!" cried 
the ladies, with a shriek; when the ty- 
rant, incensed to the utmost, bellowed 
out, " we wait no longer — now, Badi- 
naldo, give the fatal blow." 

Monimia and Julia uttered the most 
piercing shrieks when they saw the axe 
uplifted to perform the command given, 
and ran to the spot, to withhold the 
arm of the assassin; but that office was 
reserved for those more capable of 
averting the intended mischief : a party 
of men, at this moment, rushed into the 
apartment, secured the executioner be- 
fore he had time to give the blow, and 
attacked the miscreants who were to be 
present at the inhuman ceremony. 

In the mean-time, the brutal and 

f 6 cow- 
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cowardly Osmond, impresstd with a 
conviction that his time was come, at- 
tempted flighf, making a violent eflfort 
to carry off the women ; but in this de- 
sign he was defeated in a moment by 
the gallant Fitzherbert, who rushing be- 
tween, with a furious blow, obliged the 
tyrant to recoil a few paces. 

4 

Osmond drew his dagger, and aimed 
a furious blow at his adversary, which 
was fortunately intercepted by the ap- 
proach of Orlando; when seeing himself 
surrounded, he drew a pistol from his 
pocket, and instantaneously fired the 
contents through his head. 

The gallant youths now foünd them- 
selves masters of the field ; one or two 
of the rüffians fled at the moment of 
their entratice, and the others were 
soon put to the rout. 

At this moment the preservatian of 

the 
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the ladies rushed ströngly on their minds, 
wfaom they found reclining in one of 
the Windows, without sense or motion. 

« 

Orlando and Rteherbert, with the 
assistance of Jerry, and one of Osmond's 
attendants, who, from the first moraent 
of their appearänce, lent thein all the 
assistance in his power, conveyed Mo- 
nimia and her friend to a more conve- 
nient apartment, and dispatched mes- 
sengets to the village and its environs 
for every possible assistance. 

In the mean time Osmond lay on the 
floor in a State of insensibility, and was 
conveyed to his Chamber a miserable 
spectacle, the ball which had passed 
through his head having carried away 
part of his skull : immediate assistance 
was necessary, and the doctor who was 
sent for arriving early, every possible 
care was administered to put the wound 
in a train of recovery, 

This 
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This gentleman had first inspected 
the condition of the ladies, for whom 
he evinced much concern ; and mani- 
fested the greatest assiduity and atten- 
tion to restore them to their iriends. 

A conversation ensued soon after this, 
between the doctor and the two friends, 
in which the former exhibited no small 
surprise in Unding inhabitants in the 
abbey ; aud Orlando recounting to him 
his experience in the place the pre- 
ceding evening, confessed he had con- 
cluded it to be adeserted building. 

The doctor observed, that the spot had 
long been shunncd by people about the 
country, who had a tradition that it had 
been tenanted by a necromancer, or 
'one who was said to deal with the devil ; 
and so great was their aversion, that 
they would go miles round, rather than 
come near a building devoted to such a 
purpose. 

.The 



fr 



THE HORRID SPKCTKE. 1 1 5 

The doctor soon aftcr retired, leav- 
ing the amiable youths highly impressed 
with a sense of his understanding and 
humanity. 

Orlando immediately dispatched an 
express to the baroness, stating that he 
had discovered the ladies, and describ- 
ing the place from whence the letter was 
dated from; at the same time, request- 
ing her to inform the baron on his re- 
turn hörne, and to solicit him and Dr. 
Pritchards to aecompany her to the 
abbey. 

He likewise informed her he had dis- 
patched a messenger to Horrordale for 
that purpose, but was fearful of his mis- 
sing them on the road. 

The two friends would have gone in 
person to Bellgrove Castle, but the cri- 
tical Situation of the ladies forbade such 
a proeeeding. Prior to this intention 

Dr, 
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Dr. Howard had spoken in the most fa- 
voarable terms of the event of their 
disorder, so as to excite in them the 
most joyful expectations ; when, one 
day, the complaint assumed a very un- 
promi&ing appearance — a delirium en- 
sued, attended with raany Symptoms of 
approaching dissolution. 

- Monimia, in her phrensy, would often 
call on the name of Orlando, büt soon 
as he approached, spimied him from 
her, crying, " Villain ! away— What, 
more murder? — take him from me! — 
ah ! he has done the deed ; he has mur- 
dered my Orlando ! " 

The afflicted youth would attempt to 
sooth, but in vain; and tfie nurse found 
herseif called upon to interfere, as his 
presence only increased -the .disorder . 

Orlando retired with a heart almost 
broken on such an occasion. 

Poor 
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Poor Julia was in as bad a way — *he 
raved incessantly on her murdered sis- 
ter, and little Henry, who now lay by 
her side, not unmoved at her distressuig 
Situation. 

♦ I 

It was a melamholy and movingsight 
for Fitiherbert, who never experienced 
so tender an interest in Her behalf as at 
the present raoment. 

The tears stole down his manly cheeks 
,at the prospect of a speedy and fatal In- 
terruption to bis happiness. 

While afiairs wore this mouraftil as- 

pect — the condition of Osmond, who 

had, in a submissiye and penitential 

-tone, r^uested to see Orlando, operat- 

ed as a claim to his attention. 



r 
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When heapßrbaohled, the Delinquent 
exhibited \aü agony which had rtearly 
overcome him, and dien raved in the 

most 

Ehe ■ |7 *> 
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most awful terms on his accumulated 
crimes. 

At length, when his rage had sub- 
sided, he beckoned Orlando to approactv, 
and in languid expressiofis asserted, " I 
hä\e defrauded you, sir, ofyourright;" 
at which, our hero started. After a 
considerable time, in which Osmond 
struggled for breath, he resumed, 

" Horrordale Castle, of which I took 
possession, was bequeathed to you; 
and nought but the basest villainy has 
supplanted you. Tutored by a villain's 
arts, too congenial, alas. with my own 
temper, I stepped into a right, which 
justice and Heaven forbade me, adding 
murder to the atrocity of the crime." 

Here a struggle ensued, which they 
thought would be his last ; at the end of 
which he became so exhausted, that the 
Company present thought proper to 

postpone 
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pöstpone their attention to his story tili 
another opportunity, if such an cvent 
should happen. 

Soon as Orlando and his friend re- 
tired, they discoursed on what had 
fallen from Osmond. 

Fitzherbert remarked, that he could 
never have suspected so villainous a 
transaction from him ; though he recol- 
lected sevieral little nefarious proceed- 
ings which the conscious-struck man had 
been guilty of in early days, when they 
had been at school together. 

Orlando replied, that the whöle of Os- 
raond's life had been inveioped in mys- 
teries ; and, that notwithstanding his 
late asseverations, he knew not what 
construction to jput lipon them. " I 
am the more impatient, therefore," 
continues the amiable youth, (( for the 

arrival 
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arrival of the baren and baroness, with 
my worthy friend, the doctor, that I 
may have the advantage of their opi- 
nions on so solemn an occasion." 

Dr. Howard was Frequent and atten- 
tive in his visits towards his patients— • 
as to Osmond's case, he pronounced it 
niortal ; but he had exercised such skills 
with regard to the ladies, as to bring 
them into a speedy train of recovery* 
This was an affair that highly ingratiated 
htm into the esteem of the gen dem en, 
who knew not how sufficiently to esti* 
mate his merit. 

' f he doctor, in the präsent fiivoürable 
State of things, permitted his two friends 
to visit the ladies, who wer^ now so fat 
advanced in health, as to reeeive them 
in an adjoining sittingHrocm; 

Orlando could not'refhtin from his 

old 
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old subjectj and Monimia enjoyed hi& 
conversation not a whit .the lesß because 
it was seasoned with love. 

Fitzherbert bles&ed himself, far the 
opportunity of conversing agaiiji with 
Julia, whora he compliinented in* the 
pleasing strains of sincere affection, and 
was delighted with the hopes that his 
passion woidd one day meet with an 
eqiml return. 

« 

* 

The conversation was plaintive aöd 
sensible ; the two female friends, though 
far from being elevated in spirits, were 
not averse to discourse; while both Oi> 
lando and his friend, though under^a 
strong irnjiression of what they hacf 
so lately witnessed, feit a secret pleasure, 
which the Company of the objects of 
their affections had insensibly inspired. 

In the midst of the delight, however, 
which these interviews occasioned, nei- 

'ther 
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ther were unmindful of the unhappy 
wretch who lay dying in another apart- 
ment. They made several visits to him, 
but his Situation was such, that they 
were repeatedly disappointed as to any 
further continuation of his narrative, 
and they thought it would be for ever 
involved in mystery and conjecture. 

One day, as they were watching the 
Symptoms of the unhappy man 's ma- 
lady, the arrival of the baron and nis 
party was announced to them. 

This was highly welcome intelligence 
to Orlando, who flew to embrace the 
parent of his fond affection. 



^* 



The meeting was interesting in the 
greatest degree, and after he had wel- 
comed his parents in the most ardent 
manner, flew to pay his respects to 
Dr. Pritchards ; who, in return, exhi- 
bited every sytnptom of the sincerest at- 
tachment; 
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tachment; at the same time, that he 
was taken up in retuming the caresses 
of his daughter, who despaired alike 
with her father, of their ever meeting 
again. 

Not less tender was the interview be- 
tween Julia and her foster parents, who 
knew not how to be lavish enough of 
their joy, on the recovery of her a.se- 
cond time. 

In short, the whole Company exhi- 
bited such mutual regard and attach- 
ment for each other, as would have 
made the happiest scene in nature, but 
for the gloom Which necessarily per* 
vaded the whole building. 

. 4 

A short time after, the party, all but 
the ladies, attended on the wretched 
Osmond, who, a&tonishing to relate, 
was considerably better; but suffering 
every now-and-then paroxisms of hör* 

ror, 
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rar, wihich the presence of his uncle 
rather tended to increase. 

» 

Osmond gafced on him wkh a wild- 
ness of look, then averting his ey^s, 
muttered something to himself, which 
sounded likeiself accusation:, and at the 
approach of the baron, he attempted to 
make his escapc from the bed; at length 
Dr. . Pritchards drew near, at sight of 
whom, the wretch burst into a cöpious 

flood of tears, and intreated, in the most 

*- 

moving manner, that the former would 
hear his confession. 

, The doctQr bow.ed; assent, and rOs- 
i&offldaädressed hhn : tfhns: •» •■ - 

" Ambition has been my bane — from 
lending too: ready ,aö aar, to tthose^ ^rho 
a long ttme had been initiated in fraud, 
cunning, and the worstof crimes, I 
became the dupe and töol of the most 
atröcious purposes — but, oh4 had I not 

added 
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murder to my base exploits, there, 
perhaps, would have been room for 
mercy." 

The unhappy wretch now wreathed 
himself in'torture, which denoted the 
strongest pangs of remorse and con- 
science ; then bursting as it were with 
agony, exclaimed, " This place has been 
devoted to horrors !" 

Thg doctor advised him to a füll con- 
fession of his crimes. 

« Then, sir," cried he, " if it be 
possible that you can pity one who 
has been guilty of repeated barbarities, 
for mercy's sake, do not deny my re- 
quest. 

fC In a deep recess, within the walls 
of this abode, lie the neglected bones 
bf one whom I ought to have respected 

vol. iv. g and 
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and caressed ; but, who from motives of 
cruelty and pride, I sacrificed and des- 
tined to an untimely grave. Oh! suffer 
them to be removed to some more hal- 
lo wed place. 

. " Cursed be the narae of Bellamy," 
continued the tortured man, C€ for under 
that appellation, I seduced from home, 
from happiness and peace, the most 
amiable of women/' 

* 

" Bellamy ! " cries the doctor, with 
surprise. 

" Yes, reverend sir. The person 
whom you so kindly took under your 
protection, had due authority to call 
me husband — but, Oh^ monster that I 
was, to secure myself from a public dis- 
coverv of such an event, I forced her 
from the peaceful asylum you afforded 
her, and in revenge for her repeated 

intreaties 
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intreaties to do her justice — ah! the 
bloody dagger will testify the result." 

The doctor here recollected that part 
of Louisa's story, which represented her 
lying-in of little Henry, and supposing 
Osmond ignorant of his offspring, fur- 
ther than his birth, immediately ex- 
claimed, " Gracious Heaven ! then you 
do not know that you have a child 
livingat this time, and that, in the per- 
son of the infant you clmveyed to this 
spot." 

" Ye sacred powers V ejaculated the 
dying man, " what an instante of 
mercy, to restrain my hand from shed- 
ding his blood. Suflfer me to behold 
one whom I have injured beyond par- 

do!l. ,, / 

» 

The child, by the doctor's Orders, 
was brought in, and in viewing him, 
Osmond exclaimed, 

g 9. « The 
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" The iroage of the unhappy Louisa ! 
this cherub 1 once saw, ctofctor, nigh 
your abode; and Oh! some stränge in- 
stinct seized me, I knewnot how to ac- 
count for — it momentarily disarined me. 
of my rage, yet I knew not why — Oh ! 
had a benign curiosity bu{ led me to 
inquire his origin, perhaps I should not 
now hear the reproaches of my murdered 
wile. 

» 

Osmond now began to rave in the 
wildest manner, and the , party present 
retired, overwhelmed with grief and 
horror at the tale — some little time after, 
intelligence was brought them that he 
was in the article of death. 



>' With heavy hearts did the baron, his 

friend, and the two youths repair again 
to his Chamber, just time enough to 
bear him, in exhausted tones, cry> 
Oh! the field — the fatal spot!" Herehe 
paused, and the doctor waited for fur- 

ther 
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* 

ther Information; when a feeble spark 
of life just remaining, Osmond, in bro- 
ken accents, uttered, " Injustice ! pa- 
pers! murder! retribution! and closed 
his eyes for ever." 
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CHAPTER V. 



T 



HE baron and his party now retired, 
under the most awful impression, re- 
specting Osmond s dreadful and unhappy 
exit; and so solemn was the influence 
this catastrophe had upon their minds, 
that the latter part of the day was spent 
in gloom and solitary reserve. 

The first object that engaged their 
attention the ensuing day, was the find- 
ing the remains of the unfortunate 
Louisa, for the purpose of a respectable 
interment; but in this humane design 

they 
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they met with almost an . insuperable 
difficulty. 

What had fallen from the dying man 
was a very imperfect description — no 
place had been specified where the relics 
lay ; and it was no unlikely supposition 
that the most hidden and secret spot had 
been chosen for the occasion. 

This dilemma was, however, fortu- 
nately removed, by a circumstance, 
which we shall relate. 

The reader will recollect that whefi 
Julia and Monimia were in the dungeon, 
prior to the horrid scene, there was 
some one who invisibly promised to be 
their friend. 

This was Osmond's principal agent; 
who tired of serving^ a man of such an 
imperious and sanguinary a characte^ 
was additionally- incensed at beholding 

c 4 his 
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his designs levelled at two such divinely 
formed figures. He therefore resolved, 
at first, to be their friend, and studied 
all that lay in his power to frustrate 
every evil intended them. 

It was highly satisfactory to him that 
in many instances he was able to accom- 
plish so benevolent a wish, being com- 
missioned by his master to have the 
chief management of his affairs. 

He often equivocated and tempo- 
rized, and by so doing, kept his master's. 
purpose in delay. 

As this worthy character, whose name 
was Badinaldo, was looking out of one 
of the abbey Windows, he saw two gen- 
tlemen surveying the building in the 
most attentive manner; instantly he 
descended, and stealing to the stran- 
gers, represented how matters were, 
and requested their assistance; a con- 

tract 
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tfcact was instantaneously entered upon, 
and it was agreed that this man should 
procure them admission into the ab- 
bey. The event has becn described, 
and Badinaldo, for his attachment and 
integrity, was chosen a. confidential ser- 
vant. 

Badinaldo then, at this moment of 
difficulty, was applied to by the Com- 
pany, and questioned as to his know- 
ledge of the interior part of the build- 
ing, who replied, that he knew many of 
the reclusest parts of it, confessing to 
his shame, that he had in various instan- 
ces contributed to the caprice and inhu- 
manity of his master, but had always 
studied the accommodation of the suf- 
ferer as far as he could, consistent with 
his own safety. 

The doctor then inquired how long 
he had been in Osmond's service — Badi- 
naldo replied, a little before he was 
Äfc..'.' g 5 employed 







* 



134 BELLGROVE CASTLE; OR, 

employed in assisting the carrying off 
Louisa. 

The Company now feit a mournful 
curiosity td know the particulars of the 
assault on that unhappy female, and 
Badinaldo proceeded : 

' After we had made a prisoner of the 
lady, we travelled many circuitous roads 
to evade a pursuit, and she screaming 
violently for some time, my master or- 
dered me into the carriage to awe her 
into silence; I, however, effected the 
purpose, without violence, and tried 
every means to sooth her, by assurances 
that I would assist her to the utmost of 
my power. 

' After severe travelling we arrived at 
Horrordale Castle, and I was appointed 
to continue-my attendance on the lady, 
and must confess, was frequently a re- 
luctant spectator of her sufferings, but 

could > 
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could not release her, Osmond unre- 
mittingly being Lipon the watch; and 
I knew ray fate, if detected in the 
smallest degree, of infidelity to his 
orders. 

' The lady Louisa was permitted to 
visit my master, but was always treated 
with a sort of distance, bordering on 
contempt. 

e Poor lady! she bore it patiently; 
but at times, when he broke out into 
violent passions with her, she would 
burst into tears and take on piteously. 

' She was usually sentenced to a dark 
and gloomy apartment, secured by 
massy iron bars ; a Situation, thatatfirst 
had such an effect upon her, as to throw 
her into convulsions. 

' My lady intreated and implored him 
to soften the rigours of her confinement, 

g 6 but 
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but in vain ; my master was inexorable, 
and gave us all the strictest injunctiori 
to keep the dosest watch upon her ao 
tions. 

€ One day he called me to him and 
said, that he hati an affair to commu- 
nicate, to which I must swear eternal 
secrecy; I bowed Submission— and he 
then informed me how unhappy he was 
in his present Situation, having an at- 
tachment to a lady, whose consent he 
had no doubt of obtaining ; but at the 
same time was tormented with* an insu- 
perable bar to his views/ 

Lguessed instantaneously to what he 
alluded. 

* I can/ continued he, ' no longer 
bear so cruel a mortification to my 
wishes ; surely, some means might be 
contrived, to relieve me of the diffi- 

culty/ 

< Thöugh 



•t, 
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' Though I well understood the hint, 
I appeared not to comprehend him; 
upon which, with a careless air he in- 
/ormed he, that he had provided a place 
för raadam Louisa about a hundred mileg 
off, and gave Orders, at the same time, 
that she should set out for that place the 
next day. 

€ After two days travelling, we came 
to this spot, and ever since such caution 
and privacy has been preserved, that to 
this hour no one, except those who have 
made the discovery, has had any idea 
that the building was inhabited. We 
have, hitherto, occupied but few of the 
rooms, and those in the interior part of 
the abbey ; and by so doing, have kept 
ourselves from public notice. 

< My master and the unfortunate lady 
used to have daily Conferences, in which 
I could always hear him talk in a loud 
and imperious tone. On a sudden, how- 

ever, 
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« 

ever, he permitted her several indul- 
gencies, but those lasted but a little 
while ; she was ^hortly after sentenced 
to the sarae dungeon in which the two 
ladies were confined. 

' One day, by some unaccountable 
means, my lady escaped from her prison, 
and my master soon got knowledge of 
the circumstance. He burst into the 
most bitter imprecations, and swpre if 
he caught her, the confinement should 
be ten times more rigorous ; so saying, 
he flew from his apartment in pursuit 
of her. 

' I cannot teil what conversation en- 
sued on his finding her, as no one dare 
approach him in these furious moments: 
but, about half an hoür after he came 
with haste, and apparent disorder in his 
countenance, demanding the assistance 
of the servants in behalf of their mis- 
tress, who, he said, had laid violent 

hands 
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hands on herseif. We immediatgjp re- 
paired to the spot, and found this 
amiable lady struggling on her floor, 
with a dagger in her hand, and the blood 

j 

Streaming in torrents from the breast. 
She was not quite dead, but looking 
wistfully at my master, she uttered a 
groan, and then expired. 

' He now affected a temporary effu- 
sion of sorrow on the occasion, but the 
next day ordered her corpse to be put 
in a ehest, that stood in the apartment, 
and lowered into a deep vault that lay 
contiguous to the spot. 

e After this was accomplished, he 
enjoined us all to perpetugl secrecy, and 
gave Orders that we should quit the 
place in the dead of night, after securing 
well the rooms that were habi table, and 
proeeed for Horrordale Castle. 

' Since that time/ no mention was 

made 
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made of the Abbey, tili some days back, 
when he ordered the same apartment» 
to be got ready, without assigning any 
reason, tili the affair of the two ladies 
was on the point of being put into exe- 
cution. And knowing my master would 
put in practice any thing, however dia- 
bolical, I thought, by pretending to a 
desire to be employed as agent in the 
business, I should have an opportunity 
to render them some Service, which I 
am happy to say I did, by changing the 
glasses in which the stupifyihg liquor 
was put, which was intended for them ;. 
likewise, by my offer to become the 
executioner of the child, would enable 
me to suspend the blow? until the gen- 
tlemen, whom I had admitted into the 
abbev, could come to their relief; at 
the^Sme time, the axe would furnish 
me with means of defence in case of a 
detection. Thus far, continued Bädi- 
naldo, I have, in some degree, atoned 
for the crimes my Situation made me 

accessary 
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accessary to:' — Here he ceased. The 
Company commended his humanity, and 
promised that he should lose nothing 
for his good Services. 

The baron and his party now adjourn- 
ed into another apartment, where they 
conversed, in melancholy accents, on 
the fate of Julia s sister ; and there was 
not a breast but heaved a sigh for the 
sufferings of the unhappy Louisa : as to 
Julia, she was so overcome, that it was 
with difficulty 6he coüld retain the least 
particle of life — with thte assistance of 
her kind friends, however, she revived; 
and aided by the consolation which they 
administered, at length experienced a 
tolerable degree of composure. 

Just at this juncture the arrival of t)r. 
Howard was announced, who was re- 
ceived with great courtesy and respect 
by the whole Company. 

The 
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The doctor immediately paid his ad- 
dresses to his patients, and was sorry to 
observe something like a return of their 
complaint, The cause, however, was 
explained, without mentioning the.par- 
ticulars of the story which had brought 
on their indisposition. 

He instantly stt about prescribing an 
exhiKrating potion, and at the same 
time advised a removal frora the abbey. 

A temporary residence was prepared 
for them in the adjacent village; to 
which, accompanied by the baron and 
his lady, with the doctor, they imme- 
diately resorted. 

Orlando and 'Fitzherbert, however, 
thought it expedient to reside ät the 
abbey tili Osmond's interment. 

Before Dr. Howard retired, he feil 
into a conversation with the two friends 

about 
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about the singularity of the place they 
occupied, giving them ä short detail of 
what knowledge he possessed of it, from 
the first time the abbey engaged his 
notice. 

' I remember/ observes the doctor, 
* about thirty years ago, this building 
was inhabited by a person, who, from 
the singularity of his dress and appear* 
ance, was stiled the conjurei . 

' He lived very recluse, and was sup- 
posed to devote his time to mathemati- 
cal and various philosophical experi- 
ments — was known to be very expert 
in mechanism, and once terrified an 
impertinent visitant, by contriving a 
ügure, which, by the touch of the bell, 
opened the gate, and made a spring 
upon the intruder. 

€ This affair soon got wind, and at 
last, no person chose to venture upon 

so 
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so disagreeable an experiment, and thfc 
recluse got his provisions and necessaries 
no one knew how. 

r Our philosopher was supposed to be 
very rieh, but upon his decease, there was 
found scarcely sufficient to bury him. 

€ Some tirne after, there was a bustle 
in the place, in oonsequence of the ar- 
rival of a son of this gentleman, who 
had been very extravagant, and given 
his father much uneasiness. 

€ Thd young man insisted that he 
must have died in affluence, but that 
some person had embezzled or secreted 
his property; a difficulty now arose on 
whom to fix the aoeusation — no one was 
known to l^ave access to the mansion, 
nor any personal Conference with the 
master of it, except an elderly infirm 
woman, who resided with him, in the 
capacity of housekeeper. 

' Our 



« 
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* Our philosopher's son, however, 
willing to sift the matter to the minutest 
article, caused her to bc carried before 
a raagis träte; but nothing transpired 
that could in the least prove her to be 
the delinquent. 

4 

€ In ' a little time the inquiry was 
dropped, and the son disappeared, with- 
out having any further communication 
with the neighbourhood. 

€ So reserved was the old gentleman 
in his conduct, that few people even 
knew his narae; so that instead of Fitz- 
herbert, he was scarcely known by any 
other name than the conjurer/ 

" Fitzherbert! did yousay/ doctor?" 
cries the youfig soldier, with amaze- 
ment; amr<$ ß looking at him with great 
earnestness, continued, " cän you teil 
us any further particulars concerning 
him." 

The 
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The doctor replied in the negative. 

Fitzherbert now assumed a very 
thoughtful posture, and after the doctor 
and Orlando had conversed a little on 
promiscuous subjects, the former tooka 
respectful leave, and departed. 



The next day, Fitzherbert and his 
friend conversed very seriously on what 
the doctor had announced to them ; and 
the former, the more he ruminajted on 
the affair, the more he was persuaded 
that it was a case in which he was in 
some measure interested. The name, 
and other particulars, which corres- 
ponded with what he had some faint re- 
membrance of having heard in his in- 
fancy, induced him to suppose that he 
was on the point of a discovery, which - 
might turn out of consideralpje advan- 
tage to him. 

He therefore determined on a visit to 

* his 
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his nurse, who, he supposed, could fur- 
nish him with the particulars of the early 
part of his life; and after an affectionate 
interview with. Julia, who he was de- 
lighted to see recovering her health and 
beauty, and a few friendly overtures to 
the rest of the Company, set out lipon 
his intended journey. 

The baron and his Company, except 
Julia, who was persuaded to be absent 
on the occasion, could now no longer 
omit paying a visit to the degrading 
tomb of the unfortunate Louisa. 

Badinaldo became their guide; they 
passed through several rooms, tili they 
came to the fatal Chamber, where they 
paused a moment with awe, and then 
proceeded to the vault, and on takihg 
up the trap-door a groan ensued from 
all, when they beheld such cruelty and 
neglect shewn to a virtuous and amiable 

woman. 

% The 
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The day following the remains of the 
unfortunate Lauisa were comraitted to 
the'grave. The interment of Osmond 

u 4 

likewise took place at the same time. 

The ceremony was, of course, awful ; 
a secret dread hung about the whole 
party, on the remembrance of the 
crimes of Osmond, while tears and 
beart-breaking sighs ensued, on the re- 
collection of the misfortunes and fate 
of the good and virtuous Louisa. 

Julia was, For some days, much indis- 
posed after this affair; but possessing 
naturally a good Constitution, and sur- 
rounded by the best of friends, who ex- 
erted every means to divert her sorrow, 
was soon restpred to something like her 
accustomed spirits and cheerfulness. * 

'**Dr. Howard, in his next visit to the 

abbey, after reciting the story of the 

^hilosopher, was rat her surprised in not 

beholding 
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beholding Fitzherbert as usual, a young 
gentleman, of whose manners and un- 
derstanding he held a high sense, and 
for whom he feit a sincere esteem. 

The doctor made immediate inquiries 
after him, upon which, Orlando ac- 
quainted him with the real cause of his 
absence. 

" I hope/' replied the former, "suo 
cess will attend his pursuit, and from 
what I have learnt since, am persuaded 
that there is property, if it can any 
how bediscovered. 

" As I before observed, this eccen- 
tric gentleman was confidently supposed 
to die rieh, notwithstanding appearan- 
ces to the contrary ; so that if report be 
true, he must have conveyed it to some 
secret hau.nt, which has hitherto eluded' 
thestrictest investigatio-n." 

vol. iv. h " That 
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C€ That it is not at all unlikely/' re- 
marked the baron. " A man of his 
genius could, no doubt, invent some 
secret recess, capable of baffling every 
attempt at discovery." 

-'* 
" Exactlyso," cries thedoctor; "his 
descendant, under an invincible persua- 
sion of his wealth, not only traversed 
every part of the abbey, but even dug 
up the ground surrounding it, in hopes 
of finding the treasure; but was, at 
length, disappointed in his search*" 

This intelligence, though it rather 
disconcerted the hopes of Fitzherbert's 
friends, yet did not leave them desti- 
tute of every idea of success. Orlando 
anxiously waited the arrival of his friend, 
whom, he hoped, would bring tidings 
of his affinity to the old gentleman be- 
fore-mentioned ; in such a case, he was 
determined, with Fitzherbert, to take a 

most 
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most minute examination of every part 
of the building. 

Being decided in this point, he left 
the care of the place to Badinaldo and 
Jerry, who, by this time, were become 
very friendly associates. The latter 
was, indeed, very desiroüs of being 
upon the best of footings with his com- 
rade ; as, for certain reasons, he never 
liked to traverse any part of the build- 
ing without a companion. 

As there was no particular employ- 
raent for these raen, they spent their 
time mostly in conversation together. 

Jerry laboured under a considerable 
disadvantage in his present State — as I 
before observed, he was timid and su- 
perstitious ; his companion, on the 
other hand, from being habituated to a 
gloomy and solitary Situation, never 
feit a pang similar to what frequently 
. ■ h 2 agitated 
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agitated the mind of our unfortunate 
'squire. 

It cost the latter many efForts to con- 
ceal his weakness; as he wished, by all 
means, to be thought a man of courage. 

Whenever, therefore, he was under 
the neciessity of visiting any öf the other 
apartments, he set about it with the 
strengest indications of valour. 

Badinaldo admired his courage, and 
thought he would make an admirable 
champion in a good cause. 

" Don't you think/' cries he, to Jerry, 
as they were one evening in discourse, 
" that this abbey is a very dreary 
place? — few people, I believe, would 
mak£ a choice of residing here>" 

" As to that/' 'replies Jerry, c i it roäy . .. 
depend upon how a man is situated"; jfey 

• « * 
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for instance, a person in gaol would 
pocket all inconveniences for this place 
and liberty." 

" You have answcred me/' cries Ba- 
dinaldo; " but I mean, very few would 
exchange the most homely residence for 
the finest apartment here." 

" Why, I must confess," replies the 
othei^ "that there is a stränge odd 
effect in the building that might not suit 
some people. It is solitary, and yet I 
fancy there is more Company in it than 
agreeable, sometimes. 

" It is still, and vet I have heard 
some stränge noises, noV-and-then. 

" Then it has so many holes and 
corners in it, that on entering one place, 
we don't know where we shall come out 
3t the next." 

hs "Why, 
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" Why, as to that," answcrs Badi- 
naldo, " there is no comparison between 
whfere we are and Horrordale Castle, 
the archways and halls are no more alike 
in size, than the height of this room to 
the dorne of St. Pauls." 

" Indeed!" cries Jerry, withastare; 
" that is a kind of place I should not 
inuch like to live in, then." 



4€ For what reason?" inquired the 
other, looking rather inquisitively at his 
* companion. 

" For no other cause," answered Jerry, 
assuming a careless tone, €t than that I 
$m partial to a little snug room, where I 
can look about me without straining my 
cye-balls with the height or distance." 

cc Ah ! ah ! ah !" cries Badinaldo, 
cc that's a hymoröiis thought, however."„ 

Just 
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Just as they were diverting themselves 
with this conceit, a violent crash in an 
adjoining room made Jerry look a little 
grave, and upon a repetition of the 
noise, he started up, and betraying 
Symptoms of alarm, exclaimed, 



" In the name of God, who is there ? 



9% 



By this time, he was so unfortunate, 
as to betray what sort of mettle he was 
made of; and Badinaldo, who was a kind 
of wit, began tö exercise his artillery 
upon his companion. 

An incident that happened a little 
time after, affbrded him an excellent 
opportun ity for this purpose. * 

• 

On a sudden an unaccountable noise 
Was heard, sometimes against the floor, 
sometimes against the wainscot, and 
then against the Windows. 

h 4 Badi- 
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Badinaldo well knew that it was no 
more than the efförts of an owl, who 
had got into the apartment, to escape ; 
but willing to continue the sport, sprung 
suddenly from his seat, and exclaimed, 
" They are Coming ! they are Coming!" 
and fled immediately out of the room. 

Jerry had now received an over-dose ; 
he clasped his hands together, attempted 
to kneel, and finally made a precipitate 
retreat up the chimney ; in doing which, 
howevjer, he encountered unexpected 
persecutions. The bricks that he had 
taken hold of being loose, came down 
upon his back and Shoulders with such 
an unmerciful force, as made his post 
infinitely hazardous and difficult. 

- In this State of peril did poor Jerry 
stand quaking, anjl to add to his misfor-. 
tunes, every motion of his body brought 
down such streams of soot, that when 

he 
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he descended from his place of refuge, 
he looked more like one of Satan's 
emissaries, than an inhabitant of thls 
world. 

Jerry, unconscious of his sable ap- 
pearance, explored the room, with the 
hopes of finding his companion, but no 
Badinaldo was there. He concludfcd, 
■ therefore, that he had been carried off 
by inchantmentj and in the dread of a 
similar fate, rushed out of the abbev, 
and proceeded to his master s abode. 

He, however, found his disasters 
were not even nöw at an end; for in 
approaching the village, he encountered 
a whole troop of school-boys, who put- 
ting him to immediate flight, chased 
him over ditches and Stiles, through 
bushes and briars, tili the poor fellow 
was on the point of sinking, through 
terror and fatigue. 

h 5 Fortu- 
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Fortunately for him, their time of 
enlargement was expired, whiqh obliged 
them to give up the pursuit ; and the 
unfortunate man, at length, arrivcd at 
the place he set out for. 

Jerry found means of obtaining im- 
mediate access to the Company, who 
observing a black figure, vrithout any 
human features, for so he appeared at 
first sight, were about leaving their 
seats, when the unfortunate sufferer ex- 
claimed, "For God*s sake, gentlemen, 
forgive this intrusion!" 

Orlando immediately recollected the 
voice of his servant, and leading him 
out of the room, - inquired inta the 
cause of his disastei*. 

Jerry related to him the whole; and 
his master, with difficulty, refraining a 
smile, desired him to retire and cleanse 

himself, 
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Rüiuelf, and then he would converse a 
little more lipon th« fcubject. 

When Orlando returned to the Com- 
pany, he related to thetn the particular* 
of Jerry's story, which, though they 
pitied his sufferings, threw them into 
repeated rounds of laughter, and ex* 
pressing a desire to hear the account 
from his own mouth ; after a reasonäble 
time had elapsed, Jerry was permitted 
to have an audience. 

Our 'squire, on his entrance, with. 
many bows and scrapes, hoped he had 
not offended. ^ 

" Not in the least, iny göod feflow/' 
cries the baron; ''but pray make US 
acquainted with the cause of your 
ahurni." 



99 



ft Saving your honour's presence 
replied Jerry, " I believe a cemin clo- 

h 6 ven- 
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ven-footed gentleman is very busy with 
his pranks in yonder abbey." 

" Are you not rather sußerstitious?" 
continued the baron. 



" I am always alarmed wherc there is 
occasion, your honour." 

t€ What has been the matter?" asked 
Jerry's employer. 

• • ■ 

" Only a little bit of a noise, sir, 

like the falling of a church, or a rattling 

peal of thunder." 



ut Jerry, you are valiant?" cries 
Orlando. " You are not alarmed at a 
noise?" 

" Only when it comes too neär one's 
elbows, your honour." 

" What did you see, Jerry?" 

" Nothing 
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Nothing, sir, but I feit a great 
<JeaI. 






" How came you so disfigured?" cries 
the baron. 



€t By a fittle Japan in the great hall 
chimney, your honour/* 



" Oh ! then, you think the chimney 
a snug place in time&öf danger ?" 

" When there is no better, an please 
you/' replies Jerry. 

<e I am indined to believe," conti- 
nues the baron, " you are too quick in 
apprehending danger; you had better 
return and satisfy yourself." 

cf . I am quite satisfied, your honour; 
and think it would be too presumptuous 
to examine further into the business." 

" Well, 
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" Well, Jerry," cries Orlando, " if 
you prefer it, you may reside at the inn!, 
and officiate when I have occasion for 
you/' 

The poor fellow howed very low for 
this instance of his mäster's goodness, 
and after being . treated vrith a glass of 
wine, retired, leaving the Company ta 
divert themselves \vith ; his stränge hu- 
mour and simplicijy 



i ; . , 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



w. 



HILE Orlando was meditating on 
bis investigation of the abbey, and the 
probability of success attending such an 
experiment, the gallant Fitzherbert re- 
turned — he had made inquiry afrer his 
nurse, but found she had been dead 
neariy a twelvemonthj and could gain 
no intelligence of his ancestors or rela- 
tives from any one about the spot. 

He then meditated a journey to Mr. 
and Mrs. Foster, who had been his guar~ : 
dians from his infancy, but could not 
persuade himself to undertake the jour- 
ney, 



* 
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ney, tili he had personally satisfied him- 
self concerning the hcalth of Julia; par- 
ticularly, as the abbey was not far out 
of the track to their place of residence. 

The young hero was received with 
every demonstration of joy and satis- 
faction; and his interview with the ob- 
ject of his affection, was of the most 
tender description. 

* 

Orlando had a long conversation with 
his friend, respecting his design to 
explore the abbey; and though nothing 
had transpired to substantiate the right 
of the latter, in case of a discovery, 
yet he was so prepossessed with the opi- 
»ion that Fitzherbert was a lineal de&- 
cendant, that he could no longer for- 
bear his curiosity ; and it was, at length 
agreed, that the search should commence 
the next day. 

-This affair was decided upon, in a 

walk 
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walk which the two friends had taken 
together; and upon their return, Or- 
lando was on the point of communicat- 
ihg his design to the baron, when the 
latter surprised him with Information 
that he had received an express from 
Mr. Beaumont, requesting his imme- 
diäte return to the Castle. 

In such a case, the investigation was 
postponed, until some future period. 

Badinaldo and Jerry were cömraission- % 
ed to have the chief care of the abbey, 
and by the advice of the latter, a few 
assistants were added, as he was a great 
advocate for Company, on such occa- 
sions. 

Having arranged every thing for the 
protection of the place, our hero and 
his friend depärted the next day, with 
the bfcron and the Company, for Bell- 
grove Castle. 

The 
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The baron, soon as he arrived, was 
visited by the merchant, who presented 
him with papers of importance, which, 
when the former had inspected with the 
miautest care, he rose, and thanked iVf r. 
Beaumont in the most respectful man- 
ner. 

The two gentlemen then joined the 
Company at large, snd the, baron Walk- 
ing up to Julia with inexpressible satis- 
faction in his countenance, exclaimed, 
'[ 1 congratulate you, my dear madam, 
on your sudden important acquisition 



i 
»9 



i 



Julia looked surprised, and the whole 
party exhibited very great curiosity to 
hear the result.' 

• 

He then proceeded: — " These pa- 
pers convey to you a property, by no 
means equal to your mcrits ; bat which, 
I hope, you will Hve afoariy years tö en- 
joy." 

The 
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The merch^nt now entered into a 
short history of the discovery, and said, 
he häd received two or three letters, 
conveying hints of a large property 
being bequeathed to a person of the 
name of Woodville, who, about fiVe 
years back, dwelt in a recluse place, 
somewhere in this part of the country, 
requesting that a particular inquiry 
should be made ; and in case of hi& de*-, 
cease, to endeavour to gain information 
of his daughter, who resided with him 
at that time, as the property would de- 
volve to her — he said, he found himself 
at several times disposed to mention 
the affair at the Castle, on recollecting 
the story of Julias father, but at length 
resölved to suspend his inclination tili 
the most unequivocal proof should ar- 
rive of Julia's being the lawful heiress; 
which, alter several letters on the sub- 
ject, was now fully proved, as would 
appear by the papers which he had the 
honour to present. 

The 
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The papers were now read aloud : 



s . 



The first contained an ample confes- 
sion of having usurped the greater part 
of the property bequeathed, and - ex- 
pressing the utmost contrition for the 
same. 

The rest transmitted to Julia not 
önly what had been her right, but con- 
siderable possessions in England, in ad- 
drtion ; so that it appeared she was now 
invested with a property of not less 
than two thousand pounds a yeai\ 

.- The party present were profuse in 
their congratulations on the occasion. 
Fitzherbert, in particular, advanced, 
and taking her hand, exclaimed, not 
without a visible emotion, " I rejoiceat 
your success, madam, and wish you^all 
the happiness you deserve." 

Julia could not help noticing bis un- 

. easiness 



THE HORRID SPECTRE. 169 

easiness at this moment, but was unable 
to suggest any cause for it; she, how- 
ever, replied, u that nothing could 
afford her more happiness, than that 
which contributed to his satisfaction." 

The Company, on the afore-men- 
tioned intelligence, exhibited the high- 
est gaiety ; every countenance was 
lively, except that of Fitzherbert, who 
made all the efforts in his power to ap- 
pear like the rest, but there was a hea- 
viness on his heart, that made him a 
very indifferent imitator of their mirth. 
The party, at length, broke up, and the 
unhappy youth retired to indulge some 
very painful reflexions. 

Every measure was immediately made 
use of to secure Julia's possessions ; 
after which, a confidential person was 
dispatched abroad to make every pro- 
per arrangement, and likewise a Stew- 
ard 
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ard of integrity was appointed to the 
estates at home. 



The südden elevation of Julia had 
made an impression on Fitzherbert, not 
at all conducive to his peace. 

When he considered his own slender 
stipend, and the wealth she had just ac- 
quired, he feil from those assurances 
which he had possessed of her attach- 
ment to hinr, and admitted an idea that 
her acquisitions might, in some degree, 
diminish her regard. % 

Impressed with these sentiments, he 
seldom approaciied the object of his 
affection but with an air of diffidence 
and distance, extremely painful tb Julia, 
and which was highly distressing to his 
own feelings ; at length, overcome with 
< so uneasy a Sensation, he suggested the 
thought of absence for a short time, \ 

and 
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and resolved upon a visit to his foster 
parents. 

In the mean time, the amiable Julia 
feit herseif but little bettered by her 
acquirements. 

There was but one circumstance on 
which she built the whole of her happi- 
ness — a reciprocal affection on the part 
of Fitzherbert — and soon as she disco- 
vered an abatement in this respect, not 
all the wealth of the universe could 
compensate for her uneasiness. 

Often was she on the point of request- 
ing an explanation, but a just sense of 
her own importance forbade it ; at 
length, she resolved to leave it to time ' 
to develope the true cause that made her . 
unhappy. 

» 

Fitzherbert, in her opinion, posses- 
sed qualitie.s, which no one coujd ex- 
cd. 
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gel. Julia had, in many instßnces, tvit- 
nessed acts of generosity and heroism, 
which enhanced her opinion of his 
greatness and nobleness of soul. 

This amiable youth, in a day or two 
after, left the Castle. A tender scene 
ensued between the lovers, but there 
hung a cloud on his brow, which he en- 
deavoured, in vaia, to conceal. 

Julia tried every means to sooth him 
under his affliction, but in vain — there 
appeared somethiog like a want of con- 
fidence on his part, which, while it 
.preyed upon the heart of Fitzherbert* 
considerably underrained the happiness 
of Julia. 

He was received by.Mr. and Mrs. Fos- 
ter with every symptom of tenderness 
andjoy. 

They had nurtured for him the affec- 

tion 
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tion of a parent from his infancy, and, 
though unacquainted from whom he 
was descended, entertained for hilft 
the same regard, 

The circumstances of Fitzherbertfs 
history were very mysterious and ex- 
traordLy. A pjoo, having very 
much the appearance of a gentleman, 
brought him to.a cottage one day, 
when he was about a twelvemonth 
old, and, depositing ten guineas, said 
he would . come in a f ew weeks and 
make the nuree a fürther recompence, 
provided she would dcal tenderly by 
him. 

Dame Hawthorn put confidence in 
his assertions, and reeeived the child 
with ^evident satisfaction ; but she 
never saw the person who left him 
afterwards. 

■ 

* *\ It was well for the infant that he 
,7 -vol. im. i was* 
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\tfas coiTiimtted to fcind protection, as 
the n&rse toeated her Charge with the 
same tenderness as her oot, notwith- 
standing the failure of the promise 
made her. 

- $t chanced one day as a lady and 
gpntfeman were p&sjing the door of 
the eottage, thejr weise ;struök with 
thjß »Äppöaräflice öf the child *; and, as 
«hey hn6w sbnfretfrifcg *>f "Daitoe Häty-' 
^hWn, they ÄteppöiHii tbeitqiiire v&*& 
\to*e ife pafents> The nurse related' 
ekkötify whät had » happ61ied ? ' upo& 
W)ii(?h Mf, Föster hkimatfed a wiah to; 
have the child under his protection. 

-Dame Hawthorn, with tears, Said 
säie bnaaw iotihow io part with him; 
and the gentleman," seeing her jdis- 
tress, .dfeolinedj prcssing the matter 
any further. 

Sowie time after the husband of the 

nurse 
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nurse feil sick, and was totally inca- 
pable of working--- a circumstance 
which put her to great straights. 

Mr. Foster thought this a period 
when, by taking the child off her 
hands, he should render her consider- 
able assistance ; he, therefore, made a 
second application, and the good wo- 
man, not knowing how to support 
him as her heart inclined, at length' 
conscnted to part with him. 

Among the things belonging to the 
child, when left at Dame Hawthorris, ' 
was discovered a miniature picture 
suspended from his neck. This the 
good woman carefully delivered to 
Mr. Foster when she surrendered her 
charge, who, observing some dust had 
got between the back and the paint- 
iug, was induced to open it in order 
to clean it, when he remarked the 

i 2 - foljow- 
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following words, written in a finc 
small hand : 

*' This child's name is Fitzherbert ; 
" his grandfather was supposed to be 
" a man of considerable proper ty, and 
" resided in an old building in the 
" north of England ; but the writer 
" of this, his son, could not, upon 
" the most minute search, find any 
" thing.to justify the report; is now 
" reduced to poverty and unable to 
" support this tender pledge of an 
" affectionate wife, who died the mo - 
" ment of his birth. Should he re- 
" turn from abroad he will take to 
" his arms his beloved offspring, and 
" make ample recompence to those 
* ' who may kindly take the Charge of 
" him. v 

" Charles Fitzherbert." 

Mr. Foster grew very fond of the 
y, and, at a proper age, sent him 

to 
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to a school of note, where he became 
acquainted with Orlando. 

On leaving school, that gentleman 
consulted the inclination of the youth 
he had adopted as to Ins future pur- 
suits, and, Unding him bent upon a 
military life, immediately purchased 
for him a pair of colours and equipped 
him, in every respect, on an equal 
footing with his associates. 

Fitzherbert departed with tears, 
leaving his kind protectors a long 
time disconsolate at his absence. 

The Reader may guess the ardency 
he was receired with on his return ; 
his kmd, guardians thought they had 
never experienced so happy an inci- 
dent, and knew not how to set bounds 
to their joy on the occasion. 

Fitzberbert was of a very open and 

i 3 ingenu- 
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ingenüous disposition, and where he 
knew he could put confidence, and 
the party had a right to be acquainted 
with his particular interests, he al- 
>yray& made a point of unbosoming 

^himself. 

■ 

One day, as he was enjoying a prU 
*vate Conference with Mr. Foster, he 
mentioned to him the friendship that 
subsisted between him and a young 
gentleman who had been his school- 
feilow, knd also the conipanion of his 
toils ; .and, at the same time, in ex- 
plicit.termSy avowed his engagements 
with Julia. 

. Ml\ Foster paused, and then ob- 
iserved — " 4 I have no kmd of objecr 
4fron, niy dear. Charles, to ypur form*- 
iugan attachment with a young wo* 
man of good sense and discTetron, ex- 
cept what arises from the difficulty of 
j&upporting hes as. you could ^l&h. 
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You Jcnow my heart, Fitzherbert; I 
could wish you to änjoy the whöle 
that I possess ; but that cannot be, as 
the estate is entailed ; .and, as I should 
be sorry to see a worthy young cou- 
ple struggling under distress and po- 
verty, I would have you defer your 
inclination tili you are a year or two 
older> 

FitaherJbett intirnated that there 
could be fco danger of either of those 
d Rasters, as the fedy was come into 
the possession of two thouaand pourids 
aysar.rr-" But/'^adited he> : " that is 
the very ieasinai why riiy passiou has 
bqcoiane hoptfesa* aad tbat piompts 
me every now-and*thea.to;a second 
campaign; not that I distrust the 
gqodnesa of my*. Julia, for she is ' all 
loveliness and pjerfection ; but the in- 
eqnality of my circumstances forbids 
me to look up." , 

9 » 

-•T * 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Foster was hurt at the dejec- 
tion which had taken hold of his t 
adopted soii, and began seriously to 
reflect on the business* 

He knew that riches frequently di- 
rected a person's views and notions 
into quite a different Channel; and, 
having in his life time witnessed many 
instances of perfidy in this respcct, 
he thought it not impossible, that the 
object bf Fitzherbert's passioa might 
fall into the same weakness, and re- 
solved, therefore, when that gentle- 
man again mentioned a campaign, 
whatever injuries it might do his feel- 
ings, he would second it to the ut- 
most of his power. 







Fitzherbert entered into some of the 
amusements about the neighbour- 
hood, but they were all insipid'. The 
idea of Julia was eyer present with 
n : m. He at no period distrusted her 

con- 
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cönstancy, but lamented, in the bit- 
terness of his heart, that fortune had 
made so wide a di&tinction between 
them. 

In short, his chagrin rncreased 
every day to such a degree, that he 
resolved, aftcr a severe conflict, to 
absent himself from his country for 
ever- 

* 

This resoiution operated so Strongly 
on him, that the next day he con- 
tracted for a commission in a regi- 
inent that was in a few days to de- 
part for India. 

, Mr. Foster was totally unacquainted 
yritfa the step he had taken> and, when 
k was communicated to him, feit a 
great deal of anxiety on the occasion ; 
but satisfied himself it was better than 
a young man s falling a sacrifice to a 
bopeless passion. 

i S He,. 
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Ae, therefore, took Charles to his 
bureau and presented him with two 
bank notes öf 3001. each, and assured 
him, that whatever could be gained 
out of the estate should devolve only 
fco him* 

A few" days before Fitzherbert's de- 
parture, he begged of his f oster pa- 
rents to inform him if they knew any 
thing of the particulars of his birth, 
intimating, that, although he had in* 
tended, on his arrival, to make the en- 
qttiry, in consequence of the affair of 
the abbey, which he then related, still 
the circumstance was of so delicate a 
nature as gave him pain when ever he 
attempted to introduce it; but> fiiiding 
he could not quit \England happily 
without some knowledge of hi$ de- 
scent, curiosity would not suffer him 
;vto be any longer silent on the occasion. 

Mr. Foster explained to him all he 

knew r 
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knew> and immediately produced the 
portrait, which, he had carefully pre- 
served from the knowledge of Fitz- 
herbert, unwiHing to raige expecta- 
tioas which he thought might never 
be realized. 

This incident was an additional 
»pur to UM desife^to pay a visit tt> Bell- 
gn»ve, for which place he set out, af- 
ter the raost tender adieu to bis kind 
prbtectors. 

His return occasioned a general joy 
at the Castle, and the whole family 
entertäined hopes that he was come to 
make ä : long stay ' with them ; but 
when he mentioned bis engagement & 
silence ensued, with every token of 
sorrow an<> disappointment. As to 
poor Julia — sucfoan intimation con- 
veyed a shock which her frame could 
but ill sustain-i— she turhed pale and 
^recipitately quitted the room, and was 

i 6 immedi- 
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immediately followed by Monimia, 
who exhibited' every symptom of dis- 
tress at the Situation of her friend. 
She came up to Julia just as the latter 
expressed — " Cruel Fitzherbert ! is it 
thus my faithful attachment is re- 
quited !" 

Monimia was silent for a while, well 
knowing that soothing terms, in cases 
of excessive sorrow* only render . it 
more poignant ; but when she saw her 
friend becoming a little composed, 
she used every endeavour to console 
her, observing, that Fitzherbert must 
certainly be influenced by some mis- 
understanding, which, perhaps, a lit- 
tle enquiry might have rectified. 

" The very means," cried Julia, 
<' that I thought would have crowned 
our happiness, seems to have become 
the baue of it. Oh ( Monimia^ need 

I say 
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I say to you how painful aie the sen* 
sations of unrequited lovc !" 

Julia had scarcely finished the sen- 
tence, when she feil into a swoon and 
was put to bed seriously indisposed. 

Fitzherbert was too quick not to 
perceiv« the effect his avowal had pro- 
duced upon Julia, and his heart 
smote him for so abruptly announc- 
ing what he must be sensible would 
occasion her distress. 

Inexpressible was the emotion he 
feit at this moment, struggling be- 
tween a sense of Julia's regard and 
the recollection of the step'he had 
taken, which, in all probability, would 
occasion an Interruption to their hap- 
piness for ever. 

The moment she left the room his 
spirits failed, aud he abruptly broke 

off 
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off in a conversation andsat the figure 
of pensiveness and melancboly. 

. Orlando pitißd bis friehd, and,.to 
divert bis gloom, askcd him to take a 
turn ör two in the garden, 

They häd not been lang tögether 
before Fitzherbert explained the srkoie: 
cause x>f the step he liad taken— a. 
canfesskm which hurt Orlando much t 
da he well knew ithe Sterling merit of 
bis lovely friend Julia,, and could not 
suppose her capable of any sordid 
change in her disposition. 

■ * ■ * * 

He, therefdre, . rallied Fitzherbert 
on bis weakness, and intreated him r 
if tbere was a possibility of so doing r 
•to revoke his purpose.. 

s 

et I have more than one reason," con- 
tinaed Orlando, " to wish your stay, 

35 
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as, to-morrow, T had appainted yot* to 
accompany me to .the abbey." 

' To which the othe* answered, " He 
would willingly go, if time would per- 
mit; but that, notwithstanding his 
sincere passion for Julia, he was 
afraid he eould not recede from his 
engagement. 

" Who knows, Bellgrove," cried 
Fitzherbert, in a sudden transport, 
" but I may return with an Asiatic 
fortune ? and then, happiness and my 
Julia shall crown my efforts." 

After a long conversation- about the 
abbey (in which Fitzherbert expressed 
no confidence in any treasure being 
found, but shewed his readiness to 
accompany his friend) it was agreed 
between them, that they should pro- 
ceed with all possible dispatch for 
that place the next day. 

Irr 
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In the mean time, to the great joy of 
all at the castle y Orders came to Fitz- 
herbert, that the regiment was coun- 
termanded and another appointed to 
the destination, 

This was intelligence at which he 
feit inexpressible satisfactton ; but 
it did not do away the sentiment 
which had so long oppressed him. 

He, however, set off with his friend, 
taking a tender leave of Julia, appa- 
rently in high spirits on the news he 
had received. 

They arrived in the evening of the 
following day at the village, near the 
abbey, and, findipg themselves rather 
fatigued, ordered supper to be got 
ready, intending to postpone evesy 
enqüiry tili the morning and to retise 
early to rest. # 



Äs- 
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As they were conversing on the 
proceedings of the morrow, a con- 
fused noise was heard in the house, 
such as denoted a serious quarrel. 
This affair excited the curiosity of the 
gentlemen, and Orlando rang the bell 
to know the cause. 

When the lahdlord appeared he 
apologized for the ©ffence, observing, 
that , " Tom Poundhard was never 
easy but when he was laying it about 
him. 

u There** nly öld servant, now in 
you'r honour's service, will, I dare 
say, complam of a head-ach for a 
month to come." 



• * * * 



u How! — Jerry in this house !" — 
cried Orlando with surprise. 

* Ci Your honour will not De aflgry 
▼ith him, I dare say, when you hesf 
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the whole. The poor fellow, I know, 
is honesty and fidelity itself." 

! 



At this instant the pecsoh of whoirr 
they wete talking made his appeai- 
ance, but in so woeful a conditiou 
that his master hardly knew hinu- 

He was bare-headed, both his eye* 
nearly closedy his mose spoüted out in 
torrents, and over a great part of hi* 
face appeared staiits of human gqre j 
his clothes were drenched with wet, 
which ran trickling down, and gave 
him ,the appearan€;e of Bontö ; river 
Go$ ; for our. 'squire, i£ . sqeiäs, •. nofc 
being aware of. the- insklicrofr desjgna 
of his adversary, had in,the,Q0ntest 
been soused over head and ears in & 
large butt of. water thafcstoo4<exceed- 
ingly handy for the purpose»' /■ , 

., lOrlan<Jo .tfrought there w^ a f»ta^ 

Üt$: hanging , atyut Jq;rj^ circwft, 

| t stances^ 
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stances, as tlris was not the first time 
he had exhibited lrimself a spectaelo 
hardly to be described. 

" For Heaven's sake, Jerry," cried 
his master, " what has been the 
matter ?" • * 

♦ 

" Only a few favours, ,yoür ho- 
nour, I have received in your behalf, 
and such a» I ought to prize the 
more, as they don't happen every day" 
(giving himself a hearty shake at the 
same tirae). . 

"" Setyourseif tax rights, a /little/' 
ieried hb. master, " and tfoen I wäl 
-hearr the^seqüel öf your story, 



j% 



( t 



Jerry retired #ith a very. ob&tyirf- 
dto feow, äiid left the gentlfemeh wo«- 
ffethig not a Iftttfe at the dauseöf thJs 
fre$h disaster. • f ,|% ' i * • ] 4> "^ 

* ' - Our 
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Our hero and his friend had just 
finished their supper, when Jerry riiade 
Ins second appearance quite in propria 
persona. 

His master now asked him what had 

occasioned the altercation. 

* 

" Only a little mistake that one of' 
your honour's workmen made, which 
I considered as an invasion on your 
property." 



a 



Explain," said Orlando. 



" Your honour recolleets giving 
Orders for the garden to be cleared 
about the abbey, and Tom Pound- 
hard, (whose memory is very fresh 
upon my mind) in removing some 
faggots that surrounded the stem of a 
tree, observed a large rusty key cqa- 
cealed in a cavity of it. 



i* 
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In he came with his prize, and ex- 
ulted in the thoughts of its fetching 
Jiim a pot of beer. 

" Aye, but stop/* cried I, " call it 
your own property first, if you please. 

" So it is," said he, " did not I 
find it ? 

" In vain did I try, your honour, 
logically to prove, that the finder of 
an article was not always the right 
owner. He left the room, and swore 
lie would not part with it for any one. 

" Some little time after I went in 
search of him, intending to purchase 
it, linder the persuasion that it had 
been made for some place of import- 
ance in the abbey ; (at this moment 
the two friends cast a look of curio- 
sity at each other,) but not finding 
Poundhard where I expected, I came 

here 
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Uere, your honour, and, attempting 
what I was not able to perform, en- 
countered not a little rough treat- 
ment for my pains." 

" Jerry," cried Orlando, " bring 
the man to nie immediately." 



The poor fellow requested his mas- 
ter not to put him on so perilous an 



undertaking. 



• The gcntleraen sniiled, and our 
hero was on the point of täking the 
office upoH hwself, when Jerry, see- 
ing his intention, ran immediately 
down statrs to obey his order, not 
without end uring very uneasy sensa- 
tions lest a fresh contest should ensue 
about the key. His feazs, however, 
were soon at an <end, as Poundhard 
had quitted the place. 

JEarly the next monung a messagc 

was 
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was« sent to him, with an offer of a 
reward for the key, but he was no 
wbere to be faund. 

Orlando, though vexed at the cjr- 
cumstance and half persuaded that the 
key might be of some important Ser- 
vice to them, was resölved to com- 
mence his seärch, ' 

BadinaHo was appointed the guide, 
and they traversed the extent of 
one side of the building without ob- 
serving any thing more than decayed 
rooms and apartments dropping in 
ruins. Theywere now on the point 
of retuming, svhen, our hero express- 
Jng r hiniself rather louder than usual, 
äxk echo ensued which astonished 

Thöugh there was no visible appear- 
ance of any room beyond that they 
were in, mere curiosity induced them 

to 
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to make a search about the place, and 
at last Fitzherbert perceived some- 
thing like a spring in a pannel, which 
stood concealed behind two buttresses. 

Orlando thought this cöntrivance 
xneant something, and while they 
were debating how they should ma- 
nage the spring, the former made a 
stroke at the pannel with his carte, 
when a door, that had been most in- 
gehiously concealed, flew open aijd 
discovered to thfcm a room of a spa- 
cious size. 

Orlando and Fitzherbert,, on tra- 
versing this apartrnent, observed. a 
library of books of extensive sjze* but, 
the damp had totally covered , them 
with mould, and the dust with ilrhich 
they were covered made them gjppear 
like a huge mass of black earth ; and 
so long had they continued uanoticed, 
that the pigeons, which had found 

their 
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their way into the room, had made se- 
veral nests in the cavities between the 
rows. 

In different parts were found instru- 
ments of a very curious shape, which 
time and neglect had totally disfigured 
with rust. 

While Fitzherbert was paying minute 
attention to these articles, Orlando, 
with main force, pushed open a small 
xloset door, in which he found a cabinet, 
and on opening it, an Operation, how- 
ever, which was not effected without 
great difficulty, he discovered a great 
quantity of coins and medals; one of 
which being of a remarkable size, at- 
tracted his particular attention. 

« 

On rubbing offsome of the rust, our 
hero plainly observed an inscription, 
which, on minute examination, appear- 

vol. iv. k ed 
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ed to be " Charles Fitzherbert, Philo- 
math." 

His satisfaction on this discovety was 
inexpressible, and he ran immediately 
to his friend, to acquaint him with it. 

Fitzherbert examined the medal, and 
immediately exclaitned, " Good Hea- 
vens! this is, surely, a device of my 
grandfather." 

The success which they had met with 
here, induced them to suppose that the 
old gentleman had concealed his trea- 
sure in the same place. 

They were, therefore, indefatigable 
iji their researches ; but after every pos- 
sible investigätion,, nothing of the kind 
was to be found, and they returned. 

In the afternoon they took the oppo- 

site 



** 
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site side of the abbey, and finding no 
success, supposed the property to lay 
hid in the subterraneous parts of the 

> 

abode. 

The next day, vtith their attendants, 
they set about exploring the lower part 
of the abbey, but in this attempt en- 
countered many difficulties, having s6- 
veral cavities and intricate places to pass, 
which put them to great inconvenience, 

They, at last, began to be weary of 
the pursuit, and Fitzherbert, who ap- 
peared to have Jess interest in the in- 
quiry than his friend, advised a retreat. 

Orlando, though exceedinglyanxiotis 
to find out what would be of such att 
vantage to his friend, was, nevertheless, 
about giving in to his ädvice, when 
Jerry, who was uncomraonly diligent 
on his part, observed on a sudden a 

k 2 ray 
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ray of light, which glanced obliquely 
on a part they had not yet noticed. 

* 

Curiosity induced them to force the 
door, which led them into a circular 
place, appearing to be the extremity of 
their pursuit. 

While they were taking a minute sur- 
vey of this apartment, they were sur- 
prised by a violent call from Jerry, 
who, it seems > by treading on some 
boarded place that was become decayed 
and rotten, had been precipitated ii^to a 
höllöw place ünderneath/ 

The whole party flew immediately to 
his relief, and with the assistance of the 
light, observed a flight of stairs, in so 
ruinous a State, that it was with diffi- 
culty they could desceild to extricate 
him. 

Orlando was glad to find his servant 

had 
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had sustained no injury, and so unex- 
pected an incident prompted him to 
pröceed further in his search. 

There was only one avenue leading 
to the room they were in — this, the two 
friends feit a sudden impujse to explore. 
They traversed the passage, and at length 
arrived at a very small apartment, hav- 
ing a massy iron door in front. 

A strong impression now seized Or- 
lando that they had arrived at the spot 
which contained the object of their 
search. 

The curiosity of the two friends was 
now raised to the highest degree, they 
examined every part of this ponderous 
security, and observed it was fastened, 
without either bolt or bar. 

It appeared to have a lock, but of so 
particular a figure and shape, that nei- 

k s ther 
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ther of the persons present , could sug- 
gest tiow it CQuld be opened. 

The key which Poundhard * had se- 
creted came forcibly into their minds, 
but Jerry described it as bearing no 
sort of resemblance to the lock they had 
just inspected. 

While they were examining the mi- 
nutest parts of the door, and the places 
with Which it stood connected, Badi** 
naido observed a lock of a smaller size 
in a post adjoining the door, and to 
thei^' infinite satisfaction, this appeared 
to correspond with the key Orlando had 
been so anxious to obtain. 

While they were deliberating, Fitz- 
herbert grasped a stone of immense 
size which lay on the floor, and cast it 
with all his strength at the door, but it 
appeared immoveable, and served to 
convince the whole party that their suc* 

cess 
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cess must depend more Qn ingenuity 
than force: under this pgfesuasion they 
all retired, not a little raortified at their 
disappointment. 

The next day, our hero sent various 
expresses after Poundhard, who at kngth 
found him at work at some distant part, 
being ashamed to leturn after what had 
-happened. 

The mespengers, however, retumed, 
but with very unsatisfactory intelligence 
for him, Poundhard having disposed of 
the key for a paltry sum, to a travelling 
pedlar. 

Orlando now had no other resoürce, 
than by applying to the most ingenious 
locksmiths, who one, and all, upon in- 
spection, confessed it beyond their art 
to effect any thing successfully upon 
either of the locks. 

k 4 " How 
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" How provoking, Charles/' crieä 
he, to his friend, " to be thus baulked 
at the moment of expectation." 

" Pshaw ! pshaw ! " replied Fitzher- 
bert ; " don't. be disconcerted — per haps, 
after all, this same door may lead only 
to some vault, containing merely coffins 
and mouldering bones." 

* _ 

Eor two days did Orlando experience 
the greatest chagrin, at not being able 
further to prosecute his researches. 

His mind, notwithstanding the re- 
mark of Fitzherbert, experienced a con- 
fidence, almost to assurance itself, that 
a Ireasure was secreted in the place to 
which he was denied access. 

Under such a persuasion he racked 
his brain to devise means to recover, 
if possible, the key ; and for this pur- 

pose, 
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pose, dispatched Jerry to traverse a 
certain extent of the country, in search 
of the pedlar. 

Jerry returned at the close of the day, 
just as his master and Fitzherbert were 
returning from a walk they had takei^ 
about the village. 

The poor fellow, soon as he ap- 
proached, exclaimed with enthusiastic 
joy, " I thought I should be able to do 
your honour some service in the course 
of my life," and i m media tely began ca- 
pering about in an ecstasy. 

" Jerry/' cries his master, " explain 
the cause of this transport/' looking 
rather seriously at the same time. 

" O, your honour will not be angry 
with me, I dare say, when you see this 
pretty little instrumenta exhibiting a 

key. 

k 5 Orlando 
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Orlando and Fitzherbert feit an instan- 
taneouspersuasion, from the singularity 
of its appearance, that it would answer 
to the sraallest lock in the post by the 
iron door. 

After Jerry had described his having 
obtained it from a Jew, at a public- 
house, who had bought it of the pedlar 
for a groat, Orlando and Fitzherbert, 
with their attendant, returned home 
with speed, being determined, without 
löss of time, to try the experiment. 

Accompanied by the same attendants, 
they descended once more into the ca- 
vern, and impatiently applied the key 
io the sraaller lock, but it did not ap- 
pear to fit. They tried every effort, 
but were baffled in their attempts; at 
length, remarking that the rust with 
which it was incrusted impeded its Uti- 
lity, Jerry was dispatched for a file, with 
which Orlando soon cleared off a p$rt 
of the incumbrance. The 



r~ 
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The instrument was now applied a 
second time, and immediately answered 
the purpose. 

It moved with the greatest facility, 
and by its 9peration, suddenly opened 
a small cavity in the iron döor, which 
was so concealed, as to escape the no- 
tice of the most curious eye. 

In this aperture they discovered a 
large key, of a most ing^enious form, 
which they immediately äftjilied to the 
larger lock, when it instantaneöusly flew 
open, and admitted them into an abode, 
where they soon discovered something 
which afforded them almost certain signs 
of success. \ 

During these transactions at the al> 
bey, the baron and Dr. Pritchards coja- 
versed frequently on the probable $wc- 
cess of their young friends undertäk^ngs; 
and their curiosity., one day, arqseto 
* k 6 
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such a pitch, that they resolved upon 
a visit to that place. 

• 

They had it likewise in contemplation 
to extend their journey to Horrordale 
Castle, to which place, they thought Or- 
lando would direct his steps, after the 
investigation had taken place; and in 
such an instance they could all proceed 
in a Company. 

In their setting out on a former jour- 
ney to that place, they had a double ob- 
ject in view; first to trace Julia and 
Monimia, and then to pay a visit to the 
Spot described by the dying man at the 
haystack> which was prevented, by the 
receipt of a letter, stating Orlando's 
arrival in England, and his subsequent 
discovery of the ladies. 

• 

A day was accordingly appointed for 
the expedition, which the baron and the 
doctor had decided upon. 

In 
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In the mean time, all Fitaherbert's 
friends at the Castle became highly in- 
terested in the success of the enterpnze 
he was engaged in. 

The baron and baroness had conceived 
a partiality for him at first sight, and 
had both been not inattentive observers 
of his attachment to Julia for some time ; 
a circumstance, with which they were 
extremely well satisfied, as, in their 
opinion, he possessed qualifications that 
could not fail to render her happy. 






Fitzherbert, indeed, as well as the 
amiable Ojfando, became the constant 
theme of discourse — Monimia admired 
the choice of her friend, and earnestly 
longed to see the day, when their in- 
terestSj as well as their hearts, should 
be unit ed. 

To both Julia and Monimia their pre- 
sent amusements seemed dull. They 

wanted, 
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wanted, indeed, the fascinating Gharms 
of love, to give them a true and efFectual 
zest ; and they sighed för the return of 
those, who only could'bestow life and 
pleasure to their respective entertain- 
ments. 

The two friends, however, sought 
for satisfaction, not unfrequently in the 
Company of little Henry> who was now 
grown a most engäging prattler, and 
often made them smile with his arch 
remarks on Mr. Bellgrove and Mr. Fitz- 
herbert. 

V 

I 

The little fellow was sensfble enough 
to know that these names sounded 
very agreeably to them, and would now- 
and-then exciaim, " Don't you think,' 
ladies, that the two gentlemen who live 
at the Castle are very handsome ?" upon 
which, Monimia and Julia would turn 
aside their heads, to avoid being seen 
to smile, and afterwards chide him for 

often talking on the subject. 
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Henry was a boy of a very promising 
disposition, and often exhibited instan- 
ces of a good heart — ohe, in particular, 
we must not omit: 

' As he was Walking one day with 
Julia, there came up to them a man in 
great distress. — "Deqr aunt," exclaims 
the benevolent boy, " do give that poor 
man something — you have some money 
of mine, you know, but don't part with 
the new Shilling which Miss Pritchards 
gave me." 

Julia complied with his request, and 
Henry bestowed his benefaction, exhi- 
biting the greatest satisfaction at the 
event. 

The baroness, to enliven the hours 
in the absence of the baron and the doo 
tor, who were now gone to the abbey, 
cpntrived a variety of amusements, 

amongst 
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araongst whieh, she was particularly 
delighted with aquatic excursions. 

There was a noble river near them, 
and that lady, with her two young 
friends, one day having stepped into 
the boat, were conducted to a spot, 
where a Cluster of alders, which hung 
over the river, formed a delightful al- 
cove. 

Here they secured the boat, and com- 
menced their favourite amusement of 
fishing. 

The ladies had uncommon success 
this day, and M onimia, being eager to 
add to the stock a large fish she had 
hooked, incautiously leaned too much 
over the sides, and the boat, at that 
moment, taking a sudden jerk, she was 
instantaneously precipitated into the 
river, and carried down by the stream, 
before assistance could be given. 

The 
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*> 



\ 



The baroness and Julia shrieked, and 
became frantic; when suddenly a per- 
son, who was seen to stand near, plunged 
into the water, and rescued Moniraia 
from destruction. 

This gallant preserver conveyed her, 
apparently lifeless, into the boat, and 
she was immediately taken to the Castle, 
where, by proper application, she was 
soon restored; a circumstance, which 
relieved the baroness and Julia of the 
most torturing apprehensions. 

The youth who had performed so 
noble an exploit having accompanied 
the ladies to the castle, and waited to 
know the event of the applications used, 
now begged to depart, having a long 
journey to undertakj. 

The baroness requested tö be inform- 
ed of the place of his destination, upon 

which, 
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which, the other replied, " Myrtle Cot- 
tage." 

" Myrtle Cottage!" exclaims the ba- 
roness, with surprise. 

" Do you recollect a gentleman who 
lodged at your house a day or two, some 
years back?" 

" Yes, madam/' cries the youth ; 
" that gentleman I have often thought 
of, and should be delighted to see him 
again." 

" That is not at all unlikefy/' says the 
baroness, " as he is on his way to Hor- 
rordale Castle ; and, I am sure, will not 
fail to pay a Visit to the cottage." 

At this, the youth betrayed great sa- 
tisfaction, and after an agreeable con- 
versation with the baroness, who com- 
plimented him with a handsome present, 

^arted for his home. In 



/ 
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In a day or two Monimia was quite 
recovered, to the great joy of her 
friends, who had experienced very seri- 
ous alarm on her account. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



A 



.S Jerry was making his observations 
on tjie grounds about the abbey, he dis- 
covered the approach of ä coach-and- 
four, a circumstance he immediately 
apprized his master of ; who, to his siu> 
prise and satisfaction, found it contained 
the baron and his worthy friend the 
doctor. 

The most friendly salutations pre- 
vailed on all sides, and Orlando, soon 
as his visitants were conveniently ae- 
commodatedj acquainted them with the 
particulars of their researches. 

* He 
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He had continued the narrative as far 
as the discovery of the key, and then 
proceeded : — 

4 Having gained admission, we ex- 
plored the cavern, and observed in one 
corner of it an immense iron ehest, which 
we found could only be opened by the 
smaHer key, which gained us admit- 
tance. 

r Upon inspecting this article, we found 
several drawers, many of them empty ; 
but one contained a large packet, and 
another a great quantity of loose guineas 
and pieces of gold coia. 

* Upon further search we discovered a 
box, so ingeniously contrived, as to 
form part of the ehest ; upon search, it 
contained bank notes, to the amount of 
seven thousand pounds : and upon them 
was carefully laid a portrait, which, upon 
comparison, appe^red to be the exaet 

counter- 
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counterpart ofthat left with Fitzheirbert's 
nurse. 

€ On examining the papers we found, 
in addition to the abbey, the old gen- 
tleman possessed an estate in Hertford- 
shire, to the amount of* eight hun- 
dred pounds a year ; and likewise 
another in Bedfordshire, from whence 
he derived nearly double that sum ; the 
whole of which was formerly bequeäthed 
to his son Charles, or to his grandson, 
of that name, should he ever live to 
mak<** a discovery of the papers and 
portrait. 

c Orlando concluded, by observing, 
I think my dear friend may now think 
himself rieh enough, at any rate, to be 
happy — and pouring out a glass at the 
same tirae, congratulated him in the 
most affectionaie terms on his good 
fortune/ 

The 
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The whole room became one scene of 
joy at this discovery, and the day was 
spent with the greatest harmony and 
delight. 

The next day, the baron advised Fitz- 
herbert to employ an attorney, and to 
set off immediately to take possession of 
his estates ; but the grateful youth ex- 
pressed the strongest inclination to ac- 
company his friend to Horrordale, as- 
serting, that he should also like to wit- 
ness the good fortune of one who had 
taken so much interest to prompte his 
own. 

A few days aft§r, when Orlando had 
made some necessary arrangements in 
the abbey, and Fitzherbert had dis- 
patched a well qualified person to in- 
spect his estates, the party sat offfor 
Horrordale, a place which gave our 
hero much disgust as soon as the turrets 

came 
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came in view, on a recollection of what 
he had endured. 

When they had knocked a long time 
at the Castle gates, an old man came to 
inquire their business. Orlando desired 
him to conduct them into the Castle, and 
at the same time inquired how many 
servants there were in the place. €C I 
am the only one," replies the man, "and 
Gojl knows, that is one too many, for I 
am almost starved to death." 

<: What/' cries our hero, " has no 
Provision been made for you ?" 

" Alas, sir ! my Situation has not been 
vefy comfortable, my place being al- 
ways at the command of my lord's valet, 
who has all along behaved so distant, and 
resided so little in the place, that it was 
as much as I could do to keep myself 
alive." -• 

Orlando 
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, Orlando desired the man to shew him 
into a decent apartment, at the same 
time ordered Jerry to ride to the next 
town, and procure every necessary Pro- 
vision . 

• 
The baron and his son now entered 
into conversation about the Situation of 
the Castle, and the whole party confes- 
sed that it was an atfode calculated to 
inspire the mind with continual horror. 

So disgusted were they with the 
gloominess of the place, that they de- 
termined to take their dinner at the 
nearest neighbouring town. 

At the moment of their departing for 
this purpose, Jerry came running into. 
the room, and in a State of agitation. 
exclaimed, " 0, the lady ! the lady Mo- 
nimia ! 



*9 



" Say, what ! What is the intelligence 
vol. iv. h you 
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you bring ? M cried Orlando, wfch emo- 
tion— Jerry replied, " She's drowned, 
she's drowned." 

The Company present were all amaze- 
ment and confusion, and our hero; with 
dislraction in his coimtenance, raved 

oyt for him to explain. . 

Jerry then in a State of terror inform- 
ed him,;^ that he had been in Company 
at a certain place, where he heard a 
youth describe a lady, whose name was 
Monimia, and residing at Bellgroye Cas- 
tle, having tumbled into the river near 
that spot.' 

The doctor was nearly overcome with 
the intelligence, and Orlando, in all the 
agonies of despair, exclaimed, " did 
you not inquire whether she was.pre- 
served, or not ?" 

Jerry ans wered in the negative, and 
left the Company in all the horrors of 
suspense. Just 
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Just at this mbment a knocking was 
heard at the gate, and Jerry ran to sce 
who was the visitor, and almost instan- 
taneously returned with the identical 
young man from whom he heard the 
story. 

Orlando thought he recognised some- 
thing of the stranger, and an explanation 
soon took place, by which he under- 
stood that he was talking to a son of his 
old friend, farmer Myrtle. 

To the joy of the whole party also, 
young Myrtle explained the whole par- 
ticulars of Monimias accident, and by 
so doing, as it may well be supposed, 
relieved the doctor and Orlando from 
the most awful suspense and uneasiness, 
whUe the intelligence at the same.time 
gave inexpressible pressure and satis- 
faction to all present. \ 

The baron and his party now sat off, 

l 2 agree- 
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agreeably to their proposal, and insisted 
upon the Company of the young farmer, - 
promising at the same time to pay a 
visit to his father, in the course of the 
day. 

They found every conveniency at the 
place they resorted to, and conferred a 
great deal about the affairs of Horrordale 
Castle. 

Orlando, since his arrival, had ordered 
the most strict investigation to be made 
throughout the building, and directed 
Badinaldo to continue the search, with 
the view of discovering any papers' of 
importance that might relate to the 
estate. 

It however was the sentiment of the 
whole party, that more was to be ob- 
tained by exämining the field; a spot 
whieh had been mentioned in a very re- 
markabte manner, not only by the man 

of 
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of the haystack, but also by Osmond 
himself. - 

The next day was therefore appointed 
to inspect into the particulars of that 
affair. 

Orlando and the Company foundfarmer 
Myrtle busy in attending his domestic 
concerns. 

Soon as the latter beheld his visitors, 
he desisted from his employment, and 
with all the respect and hospitality so 
peculiar to him, ushered them into his 
abode; while his invaluable spouse, with 
an activity and cheerfulness, quite na- 
tural to her, soon preparqd a repast, 
with which they immediately regaled 
themselves. 

The baron contrived, while they were 
at the cottage, to have a separate con- 

l s ference 
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ference with Myrtle, for whom he had 
formed the most friendly respect. 

Finding him in the orchard alone, 
alter a little preliminary discourse, " I 
have," cries the former to the latter, 
" obs^rved that your family is large ; 
and, though there is every appearance 
of your being able to support them with 
the greatest credit and respectability, 
yet it would no doubt be additional sa- 
tisfaction to you to leave soxne provision 
for them at your decease." 

Myrtle replied, " that though he was 
as happy as any man could be, yet a 
thought of that sort sometimes mixed a 
little bitter in his cup of felicity ; how- 
ever, continued the farmer, I am con- 
tented with what I have, and trust to 
Providence for the rest." 



<c 



That's noble, my honest friend," 

cried 
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cried the baron ; " Its a sentiment that 
warms my heart. 

" However," continued he, after a 
pause, " If something still more advan- 
tageous, than what you at present pos- 
sess, shoukl pfesent itself, you would 
not, Idaresay, refuseit. 

€t I have üpon one of my estates a 
farm «f tolerable extent, possessing a 
delightful Situation and numerous ad- 
vantages ; and, from the respect I bear 
yöur faznily, could wish you to becotoie 
thetenant ofit." 

The farmer blushed, and hesitated for 
a reply. 



t< 



I understand you," cries the bafon, 
you are afraid of embarking in larger 
concerns, lest you should involve your 
family. I admire so generous a re- 
flexion ; but say at once you will take 

h 4 posses- 
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possession of it, and leave the hazard on 
my Shoulders/' 

Myrtle was overcome with the gene- 
rosity of the baron, which he repeatedly 
endeavoured, in the most respectful 
manner to decline, as having no pre- 
tensions to expect such bounty from 
• him : but the latter was determined in 
his design, and the same day presented 
him with authority to take possession of 
the farm. 

While the baron and Myrtle were ab- 
sent, Fitzherbert and Orlando amused 
themselves with the children, and the 
doctor was engaged in a conversation 
with Mrs. Myrtle. 

. ce I wish/' cries a little boy, who was 
in discourse with .Fitzherbert, " that I 
had such a new rocking-horse as Billy 
Bramble has got, who lives down yonder 
lane." 

Tbat 
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- That such an article should be in the 
possession of a miserable cottager, ap- 
peared somewhat surprising, to the 
gentleman whom he addressed, who 
taking the child by the hand, desired 
him to shew where this article of amuse- 
ment was kept. 

Just as they came within a few paces 
of the cottage, Fitzherbert saw a man 
enter, having something of a genteel 
appearance. 

There was a hastiness in his walk, and 
the dress he wore appeared like a dis- 
guise. 

* 

The singularity of his manner excited 
Fitzherbert's curiosity, and he hoped on 
entering the cottage to obtain some fur- 
ther knowledge of him. 

Soon as they arrived, the stranger 
seenied to be engaged in a whispering 

l 5 dialogue, 
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dialogue, with the man of the . house ; 
but no sooner observed fresh visitants, 
tban starting, and muffling himself up 
in bis long~cloak, rushed by, and in a 
precipitate manner quitted the place. 

Fitzherbert thought such conduct not 
a little mysterious, but supposed he 
should learn more of the affair by a con- 
versation with the cottager, without in- 
quiring into the business in direct 
terms. 

" This little man/' cries he, " has 
been talking wonderfully of the rocking- 
horse you have here ; it is t no doubt, an 
excellent play-thing for childrep." 

* 

" Very mach indeed so," replies the 
man, " and I am sure the gentleman that 
was here just now, was very good to 
think so kindly of my childreoi." 

" Oh ! it was a present from that gen- 
tleman, was it ?" " Yes, 
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" Yes, your konour; he is rather 
odd in his way, but has at times beeil 
very fcind to me. 

" Poor man/' continued the cottager, 
44 he must take after something, I am 
very sure, for he always appears dull, 
and vfcry Frequently talks to himself." 

Fitzherbert did not choose to appear 
curious, and distributing something 
among the children, took his depar- 
ture. 

On his return he communicated the 
circutnstance to Orlando, who appeared 
to think it a mystery worth looking into, 
and the two friends watched an opppiv 
tunity to pay a visit to the cottage by 
themselves, where they had beeil bjrt a 
little while, when a man, in a singular 
dress approached, as if ioteodiag to 
enter, but seeing Strange Company, 
tuaped hastüy aside and flcd. 

x6 Orlando 
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Orlando caught a slight glimpse of 
him, and beheld a face which he was 
conscious he had seen before; and to 
satisfy himself on that point, made many 
inquiries of the» cöttager, but the latter 
was become quite reserved, nor could 
they learn any thing more, than that the 
gentleman had been a great Wnefactor 
to him. 

The party staid at Myrtle's tili dusk, 
and not liking the accommodations of 
the castle, returned for the night to the 
inn. 

The pext day they repaired to the 
field, having provided proper imple- 
ments ; and it was with no small diffi- 
culty they identified the spot, which 
they had been directed to. 

Badinaldo and Jerry began . the Oper- 
ation. They kept digging for some tithe, 
and at length espied ä coffin, on wfych 
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was placed a small iron box ; on open- 
ing the coffin, there appeared a human 
skeleton, almost mouldered into dust. 

Orlando ordered the whole to be con- 
vey ed to the castle, and the grave being 
filled up, they returned thither to inspect 
the contetits of the box. 

On opening this instrumenta he found 
a will, sigped by Lord Horrordale, by 
which he bequeathed the whole of his 
property to Orlando Bellgrove, son of 
Baron Bellgrove. 

The baron turned pale as he read this 
paper, suggesting an idea, that the re- 
lics in the coffin were the bones of his 
relation, and that he had been mur- 
dered. 

The rest of the Company, though they 
did not entertain a doubt of that circum- 
stence, would not countenance him in 

an 



* 
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an opinion, that must render him a long 
time wretched. 

.It was agreed upon* that every inquiry 
should bc made concerning Lord Hor- 
rordale, but there was no one to examine 
but the old man, who could give no 
kind of intelligence to the purp ose, and 
Badinaldo, who was riever at all in his 
kmlship's scrvice. 

Badinaldo, however, represented that 
he had heard something that related to 
the original proprietor of the Castle. 

' When first I came into Osmond's 
service, he had twd companiöns, which 
were scarce ever absent from him ; and 
so great was hi« attachment to them, that 
he scarcely ever went out, but in their 
cpmpany. 

>• 

% 

' One day I was ordered tSättend 
them, afid after we had rode to ä ceif 

tain 
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tain distance, was desired to take care 
of their horses, as they intended to 
walk across a few fields, and then re- 
turn. 

* 

' Impelled with an unaccountable cu- 
riosity, and dangerous as I knew the ex-: 
periment to be, I dismounted, and fest- 
ening the bridle to an arm of a tree, 
crept along tili I came nearly even to 
where they «tood. 

' Osmond and his companions seemed 
to be in a very serious debate.' 

" I teil yoü, sir/' cried one of them 
to him, " there is not the least dan- 
ger of a discovery ; Lord Hortordri* 
was too litte cared for to rouse atiy in- * 
quiry, and his bones may lay here tili 
doomsday, before the manner of his 
death is discovered. Now we have done 
the deed, of what service is fear ? * 

"But 



-> 
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" But the will!, the right will!" ex 
claimed Osmond. 



" Let it remain where it is — it will be 
equally as secure as the other," was the 
reply. 

" Well, then," observes he, « if that 
be your opinion, so be it.' 



)» 



c I thought this a finishing sentence, 
and flew to my horse; and, by good 
luck, mounted him by the time they re- 

turned/ 

» 

The baron grew sick at the recital, 
which seemed a füll confirmation of his 
fears, and became so indisposed, as to 
be under the necessity of going to bed; 
but the following day, was so far reco- 
vered> as to be able to hold a consul- 
tation about his relation's interment, 
which took place the same afternoon, in 

one 
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one of the chapel vaults, Dr. Pritchards 
cpnducting the Service with great so- 
lemnity. 

After the doctor had concluded the 
ceremony, he retired with the baron, 
to whom he imparted every consolätion 
he could suggest; while Orlando and 
Fitzherbert staid to survey some of the 
antiquities of the chapel. 

As they were noticing a certain tab- 
let, with very earnest attention, they 
heard a deep groan, which seemed to 
proceed from somewhere near them. 

The two friends cast their eyes around, 
but could observe no adjoining apart- 
ment, nor any recess. 

A heavy sigh now arrested their at- 
tention, which convinced them some 
dying person was concealed, at no great 
distance. 

They 



•* 
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They therefore used all diligeace in 
exploring the tainutest parfs of the cha- 
pel ; at length, Fitzherbert discovered * 
Square stone, which seemed to lay 
radier loo$er than the rest, it had, also, 
a small ring at one eüd, the meaningof 
which, neither of them coukt suggest 
for some time; at length* Orlando tak- 
ing his haadkerchief from kis pocket, 
passed it through the space of the ring, 
and attempted, by pulling with all his 
force, to raise the tablet, but it was of 
such weight, that he could only lift it 
a little way ; Fitzherbert observing thi$> 
immediately assisted him, and by .ex- 
treme force and exertion, at length, 
they drew up this ponderous security. 

A dark, caverh immediately appeared 
before them— Fitzherbert ran for lights, 
and on his return, Orlando observing a 
ladder in a corner of the chapel, law- 
ered it into the vault, and descended 
with his friend. 

When 
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When they arrived in the cell, they 
found an unfortunate wretch, extended 
on a bed of straw, apparently famished, 
dying, and chained to the wall. 

# 

Such a spectacle almost made them 
recoil at the first — his cheeks were sunk 
to the bone ; his eyes hoüöw and wist- 
ful ; and his whole couzttenance, salloW 
and ghastly ; while his foody was wasted 
to anatomy. 

The two friends left him for a mo- 
ment, to collect every proper assistance; 
some wine and cordials were admi- 
ni&tered, and when it was supposed such 
an experiment would not endanger him, 
he was released of the chain that held 
him. 

Orlando, at the same time, directed 
that a bed should be brought int6$df!c 

vault, as it was deemed hazardoü^ to 

* '■ • - 

remove the unhappy sufFerer ; Bftdi&aido 

ai8Q 
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I 

also had Instructions to attend him, and 
render him every succour required — for 
all which, the unfortunate prisoner 
seemed to be affected with the strengest 
sense of gratitude. 

Though aur hero was encompassed 
with a multiplicity of concems at this 
juncture, he could not check his curi- 
osity to know more of the mysterious 
man of the cottage. 

He therefore invited Fitzherbert to 
accompany him there, and on entering 
into conversation with the.owner of the 
habitation, they found him a great deal 
more communicative. 

The cot tager informed our visitants 
that it was his opinion the stranger had 
quitted the neighbourhood for ever, as 
he came, in a great hurry and agitation, 
fp be informed where he could hire a 
horse, as he wanted to visit a distant 
^art of the country, withput delay. 



■ • 
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" Upon my appearing incapable of 
informing him/' continued the man,, 
" he walked of£ exhibiting stränge ges- 
tures, and muttering oaths and curses." 

N 

€€ Wha.t was his name?" cried Or- 
lando. 

" I cannot say, positively," answer- 
ed the cottager; "but I think I have 
heard him called Flint." 

A moment's reflexion now convinced 
our hero that the person he had so con- 
cerned himself about, was no other 
than his old tutor, the reverend Mr. 
Flint; and by his hovering about the 
spot, was moreover persuaded that he. 
had been engaged in several of the 
atrocities perpetrateÄ at Horrordale Cas- 
tle. 

Under the influenae of this opinion 
he was determined to spare no pajpis to 

hate 
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have the miscreant brought to condign 
punishment. 

In the ftiean time the sick man reco- 
vered fast, and the Company were very 
desirous to know the history of his mis- 
fortunes, but appearing refuctant, the- 
baron * intimated that an ample confes- 
sion would be treated in the most can- 
did and favourable manner, upon which, 
the unfortunate wretch proceeded, as. 
follows : 

c It is with the greatest remorse, sirs, 
that I reflect at having been privy, if 
not accessary, to more than one horrid 
outrage, committed in this place, 

m 

' During my confinement I have been 
convinced, in the most woful manner, 
that no faith is to be put in wicked con- 
nexions, and that sooner or later vice 
will mect with its reward. 

<Had 



r 
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c Had I pursued the honest occupa~ 
tion I had been accustomed to, I should 
have escaped the tortures of body which 
befel me, as well aß the ago&ies of 
miud I upw enduie. 

' A bribe made me forget the tender 
feejings of a father, and I winköd at the 
murder of my chüd, in hopes of a re- 
ward. 

c The: lord of this domain inhumanly 
scourged him, for a very trifling offence, 
to such a degree, that in two days he 
died; and to escape inquiry about the 
aflair, invited me into his Service, with 

- the promise of a large reward — I con- 

* 

sented, but from that day to this, have 
never received any compensation. 

« 

' From the mildness he at first shew#L 

he feecame, at length, a complete fy- 

rant; and when 1 hinted to him the 

'.% calamity he had brought uppn flae, mf 

**%.■- remori- 



*• 
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remonstrance was treated with con- 
tempt. 

€ I noW began to live in fear of such 
a master; and the cruelty he practised 
at tünes, made me shudder. 

€ After I had been some time in the 
service of the first lord, he dted sud- 
denly, and ljiost of the servants beihg 
discharged immediately, and what were 
left, sent out of the way for a while, 
we none of us knew when or where 
Lord Horrordale was buried. 

€t Soon after this there came a young 
lord, who took possession of the Castle, 
and I Tvas instructed by hira, should any 
person arrive, laying, claims to the 
place, to entrap him into some of the 
subterraneous abodes. I contrived the 
machinery, and was directed, the next 
day, to surprise and murder the priso- 
ner; and upon hesitating, and making &. 



some 



4 
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äome remonstrance, the cruel valet 
who superintended matters, seized a 
dagger, and aimed it at my heart — it 
took a slanting direction, and went 
through part of my side/ 

€t Goojd Heavens !" cries Orlando, 
« are you the uilhappy man I saw bleed- 
ing on one of the länding-places öf the 
castle ?" 

' Gracious Providence!' exckimed 
the man, recognizing the features of 
Orlando, ' how kind are, thy decrees: 
a small effort of humanity has not, I 
see, been despised; but rewarded with 
a delivery from the worst of tortures. 

' I lay bleeding for some time after 
you left me ; when one of my comrades 
took compassion on me, and removed 
me carefully into a little eloset where 
was a bed, and soon after, brought me 
jpme applications, which had an asto-« 

vol. iv. m nishing 
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nishing effect in healing the wound, and 
affbrding me ease. 

' As I lay meditating on the misfor- 
tunes my unnatural behaviour had 
brought upon me, on a sudden, a loud 
voioe exclaimed, ' f Where is the trea- ■ 
cherous vi Hain ? M and in a moment I 
saw Osmond at my bcd-sid£. 

• 

' In his hand glittered a naked dag« 
ger — "What!" cried he, as he took a 
survey of me, t€ Is not one attempt suf- 
ficient? Then, by Heavens" — here he 
was on the point of directing the fatal 
instrument, when suddenly recollecting 
himself, with a malicious sneer ex- 
claimed, " No, I will not release you so 
easily : — here, Rufo," continued he, 
"attend the wretch with all possible 
care, see that he is cured, and then he 
shall know the effects of my revenge;" 
so saying, he turned upon his h_eel, and 
departed. -, 

< iF 
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< In the course of a month I was 
' quite recovered, when I received a 
secondvisit. » 

" I find/ 5 said Osmond, " thät you 
'*are quite ripe for my purpose» 

" Here!" exclaimed he, to one of the 
attendants, "convey this malefactor to 
his abode;" upon which, I was instantly 
forced into the dungeon in which you 
discovered me. 

' Tot nearly three years, as far as I 
can guess, have I been immured in that 
horrid place, enduring unheard-of cru- 
elties; when, Iately, I missed my accus- 
tomed fare, and must have inevitably 
pepshed, but for a kind Providence, 
which certainly sent you to my relief.' 

After a pause of some time, tili the 
unfortunate man recovered himself, 
Orlando questioned him a little, con- 

m 2 cerning 
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cerning the bones that lay scaftered 
about in the various subterraneous ca- 
verns. 

c I do not recollect/ cries the for- 
mer, ' the transactions which produced 
the awful relics you speak of.' 

" But you cah teil us something of 
the skeleton which I saw suspended 
against the wall." 

The sick man, with a groan, ex- 
claimed, € perhaps there never was an 

instance of cruelty surpassing that. 

« 

i 

€ Lord Hofrordale, in one of his ex- 
cursions about the wilds and desarts 
of this place, met with an accident 
that obliged him to dismount and solicit 
assistänce at a cottage . a short distance 
off. 

'The peasant received his guest wi^l 

the 



TEE ROERID SPECTRE. £49 

the greatest civil ity, and was very assi- 
duous to render him all the assrstance in 
his power. 

' In a little time his lordship was 
able to proceed, when just as he was 
departing, a beaufiful young damsel 
entered the cottage, who, k seems, was 
the cottager's daughter. Lord Horror- 
dale was smitten with her charms, and 
making some pretence, contrived to 
stay tili such time as he could enter into 
conversation with her, and gaze upon 
her beauty. 

' When he had satisfied himself thus 
far, he arose to depart, atid carried away 
sentiments, highly destruetivä to the 
peeoe pf his benevolent host. 

' Some days after, by watching and 
perseverance, he contrived to have an 
interview with Fanny apart from the. 
cottage, aod began to taik in a strain 

m 3 which, 
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which, unaccustomed as-she was to ex- 
pressions of lpve, covered her with 
blushes, and threw her into a confusion, 
which,, far from disgusting her admirer, 
iiritated his passion the more. 

4 
\ 

' The innocent girl fled, upon his 
lordship increasing his solid tations, and 
just as she arrived afhome, her father 
met her, and surprised at her agitation, 
inquired the cause, but she cöuld make 
no reply/ 

"111 inform you/' answered her.perse- 
cutor ; " I have been saying some trifling 
things to her, and the girl is foolish 
enough to be alarmed." 

' The cottager was not at all pleased 
with his lordship's behaviour, and wav- 
ing all ceremony, shut the door in his 
face. 

* Lord Horrordale could at no time 

bear 
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bear the smallest contradictiön, rauch 
less, downright contemp£. 

' His malicious soul took fire at a cir- 
cumstance so rtiortifying to his pride, 
$nd he quitted the spot, muttering 
curses and revenge. 

c When he got home, he set all his 
engines to work, to punish the affront ; 
and at length accomplished his purpose, 
by carrying off the unhappy maiden. 

( The old man was in a State, border- 
ing on distraction, when he discovered 
his loss, as his daughter was his only 
pride, his only care. 

' It was not long before he was in* 
formed who • was the disturber of his 
peace, and having rriade his wüy to the 
Castle, with tears and groans intreated 
his lordship tQ surrender up his daugh- 
ter, but he was deaf to Iijls intreaties, 

m 4 and 
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and even had the barbarity to invite him 
to behold the xuined form of his darling 
oftspring. 

' The interview was such as would 
render any one dumb with sorrow; at 
length, the old man, driven to phrensy 
at the sight, snatched up a dagger that 
lay near, and aimed a blow at my lord, 
but failed in his atteiript. 

f€ The latter instantly called his atten- 
dants, and ordered him to a cell, and to 
be fastened with a cham to the wall. 

' The unfortunate man lifted up his 
eyes, and exclaimed, " Thank God, my 
misery will soon be over; but know, 
villaiu, yours will be «eteraak" upon 
which, Lord Horrordale ordered him 
immediately out of his sight. 

' At the moment . the unhappy man 
was forced away, his miserable daughter 

would 



r~ 
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Tvould foave followed him — with uplifted 
hands. and Streaming eyes, sbe implored 
hh lordship to spare her father, but he 
was inexorable. 

< In a little time the oM man pined to 
tteäth, and the daughter was compefled 
to be the mistress t>f* his murdeTer; 
tut grief soon put a period to her 
woes/ 

" Heaven defend us from such bar- 
barityl" cried the Company, and Or- 
lando, from an impulse of indignation 
at such monstrous-atrocities, instantly 
gave Orders tfcat the Castle should be in- 
vestigated, and every instance of morta- 
lity decently consigned to the grave. 

He particularly directed : that the jre- 
mains of the unfortunate old man should 
be released, and placed in a coffin, for 
interment. 

M5 The 
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The Company now had heard suffi- 
cient, to be totally disgusted with their 
Situation; and Orlando having witnessed 
his commands very particularly attend- 
ed to, shortly after disposed of the 
whole building to an anny agent, and 
Horrordale Castle was soon converted 
into barracks, being a very commodious 
spot for looking after the smugglers, 
who, in great bodies, had long infested 
the circumjacent parts. 



CHAP. 



THE HORRID SPECTRE. . 9.5$ 



CHAPTER VIII. 



JtSELLGROVE Castle was all alive on 
the arrival of the travellers. 

The ladies had some intimätion of 
their being on the road, and came part 
of the way to meet them. The highest 
joy and satisfaction took place at their 
meeting ; Orlando embraced his Moni- 
mia, and Fitzherbert was not at all be-> 
hind hand in his overtures to Julia, whom 
he accosted with a cheerfulness and un- 
reserve, highly conducive to her hap- 
piness. 

Our hero, soon as leisure would 
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admit, made several inquiries after Flint, 
whom he was informed, had taken up his 
abode at no great distance from the 
cottage where he had discovefed him, 
to which place he sent emissaries to ap- 
prehend him. 

The applications, however, which 
were made, seryed only to convince 
him of the certain effects of wickedness 
and inhumanity, the Rev. Mr. Flint hav- 
ing put an end to his existeaace, leaving 
a kind of penitential confession of his 
crimes; ift which it appeared, that in 
cofijunction with his brother Judas, he 
had prompted Osmond, first of all to the 
murder of Lord Horrordale, and then to 
a forgery of the will; and that they had 
pursued a course of the most arbitrary, 
cruel, and tyrannical nature, ever &nce* 

Flitit appeared to have perpetrated his 
own death in so deli berate a manner, 
that he was buried in a cross-road, ac- 

companied 
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companied with the detestation and in« 
vectives of all the surrounding spec- 
tators. 

The baron and baroness now began to 
survey their family with their formfer 
delight. 

The increasing attachment between 
the young folks, their congeniality of 
sentiment and soul, and the prospect 
of their future bliss, conspired to make 
this the happiest period x>f their lives. 

There was nothiijg now stood in the 
way of an union between the lövers, and 
after a serious discourse, in which the 
ladies appeared unusually shy, a. day 
was appointed for the nuptials of the 
young folks. 

4 

It was thought expedient, however, 
preVious to this affair, that Fitzherbert 
should pay a general visit to bis tenants, 

for 
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« 

for the purpose of thoroughly establish- 
ing himself in his estates. 

* 
# Orlando insisted upon accompanying 
him, and the two friends, after bidding 
the most tenderadieu to the objects of 
their affection, took their departure for 
Hertfordshire. 

Fitzherbert, on application to his 
tenants, became informed of the resi- 
dence of the person who had a long 

time the managetnent of them. 

» 

Mr. Sterling at first paid but little at- 
tention to his di sco urse, having some 
doubts of the justness of his preten- 
sions; but the former producing un- 
questionable authority, the latter inti- 
mated to him, th^t at the demise of the 
old gentleman, no will being fpund, he 
ha4 taken the whole property in charge 
for the heir at law, whom upon inquiry 
he found was gone abroad, and having 

learned 
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learned the place of his rcsidence, sent 
to apprise him of the event, but re- 
ceived for answer, that the person he 
had dipected the intelligence to was 
dead. The Steward then further re- 
marked, that he had used every means 
to come at the knowledgeof the grand- 
son, but without effect ; it was con- 
jectured his father had taken him 
abroad, but that did not appear to be 
the case, as they had never seen him. 
He had, however, resolved to manage 
the estates with as much prudence as 
possible, tili time should bring him for- 
ward with his claim. 

".During the life of your grand- 
father," continued the Steward, " the 
estates were sufFered to run entirely to 
decay; so that, after giving them a 
thorough repair, I have not been able 
to save more than 3,0001. : but when 
it is considered all fresh expences are 
removed for many y^ars to come, you 

will 



260 BELLGftOVE CASTLE ; OR, 

will not, I trusV be displeased with 
my conduct" 

Fitzherbert expressed' himself highly 
satisfied with such excellent manage- 
ment, and presented him with the 
whole of that sum. . 

He then took Mr. Sterling with 
them in their journey to hitf other 
estates, and was highly delighted to 
observe the excellent condition in 
which the whole appeared ; and at the 
same tinie commended the steward for 
his excellent economy and manage- 
ment. 

AH the tenants seemed*greatly de- 
lighted with the good-nature and affa- 
bility of their new landford, and not & 
few were the conquests which the fine 
persons of our heros made *on" the 
hearts of the rural damsels. 

Fitz- 
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Fitzherbert strove to mollify the 
condition of all those he found in 
distress, and displayed so many acts 
of beneficence, that he was adored 
where ever he came. 

So charmed was he with the utiaf- 
fected felicity of all around, that he 
could have spent whole years in such 
a happy circle ; bat, during the beight 
of these blissful scenes, his heart was 
at Bellgrove Castle, where he longed 
to return, and, for this purpose, staid 
not a moment longer at any of the 
places than business necessariiy re* 
quired. 

Our .tratellers were now on their 
w^y-home, forming the most raptur- 
ousTidcas of tijpir approaching happi- 
ne$s. 

They had proceedfcd about nearly 

half 
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half the way when their attention was 
taken up with" soraething of an extra- 
ordinary occurrencc. 

This was the appearance of a man 
laying by the side of the road, appa- 
rently in great agonies. 

§ 
The gentlemen immediately dis- 

mounted to render him all the assist- 

ance in their power, and conveyed him 

speechless to the nearest inn. 

Soon as the surgeon attended, he 
pronounced the wounded man to have 
been shot, and that it was impossible 
to extract the ball, as it had penetrated 
nearly to the heart. 

i 
In the space of a little time the suf- 

ferer recovered so far as to become 

sensible, but at the same time exhi- 

bited inexpressible tortures both of 

body and mind. 

Orlando 
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Orlando and Fitzherbert had stole 
gently into the room, when they soon 
lieard the wretch exciaim — " Oh, 
conscience ! conscience ! — Now I feel 
the intolerable anguish of thy re- 
proaches !" 

This , was a kind of language that 
surprised them, and, from motives of 
humanity, they approached the bed, 
thinking to bestow some consolation 
on the unhappy man. 

After a few minutes conversation, 
he exclaimed— "I was, sir, the agent 
of a certain. nobleman, of a cruel and 
vindictive disposition, and assisted 
him in his murderous purpbse's, and at 
length deprived him of life by admi* 
nistering poison. 

" I have also spent the whole öf 
my life in fraud, injustice, and the 
most cruel outrages ; but dire retri- 

bution 
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bution has fastened 011 nie, aad I am 
riow reserved for unheard-of tor- 

ments !" 

The two frieiuls stood aghast at 
such a narrative, and knew not what 
counsel to give on such an occasion. 
To their surprise, on attending fiirther 
to his discourse, they discovered that 
the wounded man was no other than 
Judas Flint, the bTOther of Orlando's 
tutor, and who had been a principal 
confederate in the crimes of Lord 
Horrordale and his successor, Os- 
mond, 

Struck with horror, they quitted 
the rooin and took their departure, 
«ot without, however, giving Orders^ 
that the unhappy wretch should be at 
tended with spiritual advice as well as. 
oaedical assistanc^. , . 

XJpon iuquiry sonae tiaae after, 

they 
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they were informed that Judas Flint 
lay ten days in the most extreme tor- 
ture, no efforts being sufficient to ex- 
tract the ball, which had been given 
him in an attempt to rob a stage 
coach. 

The miserable wretch was said also 
to have died in the strongest agonies 
of despair. 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER IX. 



S 



WIFT on the wmgs of love did 
Orlando and his friend speed their 
way to Bellgrove Castle. 

On their arrival they found Doctor 
Pritchards in a conferenCe >vith a 
stranger, who had just arrived-to ap- 
prise him of the death of his sister, the 
maiden lady with whom Moniraia had 

< 

occasiönally resided. 

r rlie doctor, by this gvent, found 
himself in the possession of 18,00Ql. 

in 
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in the funds, together with an annu- 
ity of 4001. a year — an acquisitum 
which he immediately.presented, as a 
bridal portion to Monimia. 

- Great preparations were now mak ; 
ing at the Castle to celebrate the nup- 
tials of the two friends, and the day 
was close at hand which was to wit- 
ness so happy an event. 

The baron racked his invention to 
the utmost to make every thing appear 
splendid and joyous. 

The great hall was fitted up to re- 
ceive a niuaerous Company of visitors. 

The tenants and neighbourhood for 
miles around had notice of the afFair, 
and were invited to partake of the 
festivity. 

The 
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The concem of arranging this hos- 
pitable intention was committed to 
Jerry, who, overjoyed at the pros- 
pect of his master's happiness, went a 
little beyond the bounds of his com- 
mission. 

He even traversed a circuit of nearljf 
twenty miles, extending his benevo- 
lence, without regard to the State or 
condition of the persons he applied to ; 
so that, when the day arrived, the 
baron was amused with a motley 
group of figures that he little ex- 
pected to see — the lame, the halt, the 
blind, the deaf, and the dumb ; all 
contributed their share towards . the 
hilarity of the day. 

This humourous fellow, for his 
good-nature and readiness to please, 
was become a great favourite in the 
family ; and the venerable Peter, . 
who was now too infirm to exercise 

« 

himself 
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himself as formerly, was glad of such 
an assistant. 

The faithful Peter was at timet 

r 

rather peevish, on account of not be- 
ing able to execute the commands 
given with his wonted alacrity; but 
he need not have given himself a mo- 
ment's uneasiness on that head, as his 
master knew how to appreciate the 
worth of so worthy a domestic. 

The baron, on noticing his infir- 
raities, offered to settle apension on 
him, with leave tö retire, or to re- 
side unemployed in some part of the 
castle; but business had taken too 
tfrong a hold on Peter for him to wish 
to retire entirely from his old track. 
He, therefore, humbly entreated the 
"baron to permit him to stay and per- 
form any littie Services that were yet 
in his power. 

vol. iv. x The 



:' Tfee baron, a» may ea&ily be $up- 
posed, readily complied, and the faith- 
ful pld man was delighted Vith the 
thoüghts of dyiag in theatrvice of so 
geod a master. 

The ausrpicioifö morn at kngth är- 
rived that was tt> uake die foodest 
and mögt ftitfefal feeafrt& 

Monimiä and Julia, ^cith pälpitat- 
ing bosoms, took the hands of the 
re*s>pectrv<e Gbjects of thcir aiflfectioa 
atad advaanced towards «he chapei* 
whene they wfcre to be wsifted in imfc* 
sahibte baad& 

r 

Theit dres&es 'exhibited the tnost 
erapttsite taste. Yherfe tras a riefrness 
of fattcy iri the Vrut ensembk tha* de- 
riöted the happiest and'inost .exceltent 
dioice, splendid, hut not gaudy ; ele- 
gant, but with no profuston of sfcu* 
died Ornaments. 

The. 
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The brides conduc4jed thcmselves 
with becoming digflity, evinciijg a 
firmnesß of «^nd, accoiDpanied with 
the inost winniog modesty. 

/ 

The deportmenty indeed, of the 
happy pairs was such as Struck all 
preseat M'ith admiration. ■ 

Every heart was intcrested in the 
future happiness of so much worth 
and merit. 

The names of Orlando and Fitzher- 
bert, with their happy brides, resound- 
ed with enthusiastic joy throughout 
the whole fabric, and, after a day 
devoted to pleasure and the utmost 
satisfaction, they retired amidst tho 
blessings and congratulations of alt 
present 

Not a little conspicuous was th$ 
joy of Fitzherbert's foster parents, 

n 2 ' who 
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who were invited in terms of the 
strengest affection, and, at his earnest 
intreaty, werc now to bccome near as- 
sociates with the happy folks at the 
Castle. 

The following day the baron antf 
baroness, nvith the doctor and the 
wedded pairs, resorted to the vicar- 
a g e > agreeably to a contract between 
them a few days before, and nothing 
could surpass the harmony and cor- 
dial affcction of the lovers, while 
those around them feit inexpressible 
happiness in participating of thdr 
felicity. 

In the course of the week the whole 
party paid a visit to the merchant, 
and, to the infinite satisfaction of 
Orlando and Monimia, no sullen 
storms appeared now to separate them 
from their friends. 



: Both 
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Botii, howver, cast a glance at 
the barn to which they had fled for 
shelter, and a sigh escaped ou recol- 
lection of thß unf brtunate Louisa. 

In a little time Fitzherbert inti- 
mated his intentiom af r^iding at a 
in&nsion on one of his cstates, which* 
by his order, had foeen put in com* 
frtete repair, aaul was so v ready for 
his reception. 

TW« was iatelligenoe that cast a 
damp upon t$*e spirits of their friends ; 
at length it was agreed, that the . test 
of the Company should attend them 
aald tanke a residente, at lea*t of two 
ttuxiths,, atiib abode. 

-.■.*' ! 

On a cerfcain day the w&olc .retiatte 
set öff ftom the caede &r Hertford- 
ahire, and die .uiWÄterrupted bappi- 
ness which reigned there. *nade Itbe 
time fly quick. 

n 3 A sepa- 
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A Separation too soon drew nigh ; 
the parting of Monimia and Julia 
was affecting; however, they com- 
soled themselve* with the prombe of 
altertaate Visits to each other. 

Some weeks aftcr the baron and his 
party had arrived at the Castle, he 
gave a hint to the doctor, that he 
thought Monimia's roses began to 
decline. 

The lady seemed disconcerted, but 
Orlando laughed heartily at the con~ 
ceit. 

It was detenjiined now, that Or- 
lando and his lady should have a suit 
of apartments in the Castle. The ba- 
ron and baroness, becoming infirm, 
were very desirous to have their J>e- 
loved children under the same roof 
with them. 



\ ( 



Ä pro- 
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A proposal was made at the same 
time to Doctor Pritchards to become 
one at the Castle, which, from the 
love he bore his daughter, and his 
esteem and affection for his friends, 
he at length consented to. 

* 

In about two months a letter was 

received from Hertfordshire, where- 

> 

in Fitzherbert informed his friends, 
that they had arrived in a very charm- 
ing air, and. that bis wife improved so 
much by it, that she grew lustier 
every day in consequence. 

Orlando insisted upon reading the 
letter aloud ; and, upon looking at the 
shape of Monimia, exclaimed— " Two 
of my worthy friends are resolved to 
countenance each other, I perceive*" 

• 

Monimia had much ado to with- 
stand the raillery that took place on 
this intelligence > when some person 

Coming 
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commg in affbrded her a acasonable 
ttlief. 



Ten months had notr elapsed in the 
most perfect tranquilKty and bfiäs, 
when Monitniä and Julia prtsented 
their doating husbands with an in- 
trease of fatnily. 

' The formet brought her fond hus- 
band an heir to the estate, and the 
latter increased the felicity of Fiteher- 
bert by producing a lovely and b6au- 
tiful girl. 

The baron and his lady doated on 
the young stranger, and were never sa 
happy as when in the act of caressing 
the little Orlando. 

The happiness of Bellgrove anef 
his lady was most assuredly now at the 
summit ; yet, at intervais, it met wit& 
an alloy, in the vieible cfecay of the 

healtb 
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health of* the baron, which, in a few 
years, brought him to the last ebb of 
naturc. 

He was, however, tranquü and se- 
rene in bis last moments ; saying — 
" God's will be done, my dear chil- 
dren. I have had a greater share of 
happiness, in this life, than falls to the 
general lot of mortals, and resign 
myself in perfect confidence of seeing 
you, and all present, in a State of ne- 
ver-ending bliss." 

The baroness survived him just a 
twelvenionth ; when she, with calm- 
ness, departed, and took the san^e ce- 
lestial course. 

Orlando, oii the demise of his father, 
became baron Bellgrove, giving a title 
to his beloved and amiable lady ; but 
neither a title, nor fortune, nor any 
mundanc attractron, could equal the 

consi- 
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consideraticm of her husband's affec- 
tion, which could not know an in« 
creasc, at the same tinie that it never 
knew an abatement» 

The doctor Uved many years after 
this period, and at length quitted this 
terrestrial paradise, for that endlesa 
ene above. 

In the midst of the regret which 
this event occastoned the amiable paiv 
at Bellgrove, Fitzherbert and his lady, 
to their unspeakable consolation, 
came and resided at a short distance 
from them, which afforded them in- 
expressible satisfaction, after the loss 
each party had sustained. 

Little Henry was novrbccome a very 
promising youth, and his many mmg 
virtues bade fair to render himan Orna- 
ment to his country ; and, appearing 
to possess aä heroic biass, at hi& owa 

earnest 
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earnest solicitation, his friends pro- 
cured him a post of honour under a 
gallant admiral of thfcir acquaintance. 

The two familics enjoyed many 
years a happy intercourse with each 
other; thetr feliqity wag eentered in 
their re^e^ttve gwraig offsprings, 
who dafiy funrished ftcm with new 
delightä. 

■ * 
In fintv they experienced the highest 

«täte of »man ifelicity, tht due and 

certain reivmrd of all who persevere in 

deeds of hanour, virtae, and hu- 

snanity. 



FINIS. 
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